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Foreword 


In 19811 started a research project, approved by the Israel Departement of Antiquities 
and Museums and supported by the Swiss National Science Foundation, which aims at 
the complete publication of Bronze and Iron Age stamp seals excavated in Palestine and 
Israel. Prof. Raphael Giveon had then the publication rights for a considerable number 
of such objects, and I therefore asked him to publish these as quickly as possible in or¬ 
der to make available this important material for our comprehensive corpus. Prof. 
Giveon kindly agreed and was able to publish a major part of it in his last two books 
which have appeared in 1985 ("Egyptian Scarabs from Western Asia from the Col¬ 
lections of the British Museum") and 1986 ("Egyptian Scarabs and Seals from Acco", 
together with Mrs. Trade Kertesz). 

The third and most important volume of this series was planned to contain scarabs 
and other small finds of Egyptian origin which had been found during recent archaeo¬ 
logical excavations in Israel directed by members of the Institute of Archaeology of Tel- 
Aviv University. Due to his sudden death, Prof. Giveon could no more complete this 
publication. We are most grateful to Mrs. Miriam Aharoni (Tel Arad), Dr. Zeev Herzog 
(Tell Jerishe, Tel Michal), Prof. Moshe Kochavi (Tel Aphek) and Prof. David Ussish- 
kin (Tel Lachish) to have nevertheless made available their important finds for the pre¬ 
sent publication and to have given us the necessary informations concerning provenance 
and stratigraphy. 

Through the generosity of Dr. M.W. Prausnitz, it was also possible to include an 
important group of excavated scarabs and stamp seals from Achziv studied since long by 
Prof. Giveon. Finally, we could add some scarabs which had been excavated or picked 
up at smaller sites and which come mostly from various kibbutzim or private collec¬ 
tions. 

Prof. Giveon's study of these objects had been left in a quite uneven state of research 
at the time of his death. If some few parts were almost ready for publication (Tel 
Michal), only preliminary handwritten notes were available for other parts. Thanks to 
the help of Mrs. Yehudit Giveon-Genzer and Prof. Raphael Ventura, all the notes and 
manuscripts could be collected. The Institute of Archaeology of Tel-Aviv University 
agreed to have the whole material photographed by Mr. S. Weinberg and drawn by Mrs. 
Rodika Penchas. It remained then the work of David Warburton, Christoph Uehlinger 
and myself to bring the catalogue at a more or less uniform level of research. The 
typing of the almost definite manuscript was done by Anastasia Bemet. 

Due to the untimely death of Raphael Giveon, his third book on scarabs has become 
a memorial volume. A short biography and a bibliography, compiled by Naama Azu- 
lay, therefore open the present volume. 

The now finished catalogue can no more allow to distinguish clearly between 
excavators' informations, insights of Raphael Giveon and additions of the various other 
contributors: this should be so, as such a rich harvest had suddenly become a heritage. 


Othmar Keel 
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Raphael Giveon V'T (1916-1985) 


Raphael Giveon was bom on February 8,1916 in the industrial municipality of 
Elberfeld in Rhenish Palatinate, today in the Federal Republic of Germany. His 
parents, Louis and Sophie Griineberg, were members of the strongly assimilated 
Jewish middle class, his father being a merchant. The child, the last-bom of three, 
received the name of Richard Griineberg. Of this German name, only the initials 
remain in his Hebrew one which he took in 1948 at the foundation of the state of 
Israel. 

Since 1929 Elberfeld was, together with other industrial municipalities, a part of 
the larger agglomeration of Wuppertal. For this reason Raphael Giveon, when asked 
for his place of birth, sometimes indicated Elberfeld, sometimes Wuppertal. In 
Elberfeld-Wuppertal he went to primary school and college. At that time he was 
interested above all in natural sciences, especially Botany. During walks in the 
Swiss alps in the 1980's he could still amaze me with his knowledge of plants, and 
he was still able to identify many flowers by their latin names. He is said to have 
discovered, during one of his botanical excursions, a stalactite cave in the vicinity of 
Wuppertal. 

As of 1933 Jews were excluded from German colleges. Richard Griineberg moved 
to Berlin where he went to the famous "Hochschule fiir die Wissenschaft des Juden- 
tums". At the same time he worked in agriculture: soon after his arrival in Berlin he 
had joined the Zionist youth organization Ha-Shomer Ha-Za c ir which, through agri¬ 
cultural training, prepared young Jews for emigration to Palestine. Richard advanced 
quickly to a leading position and organized emigration in increasingly difficult con¬ 
ditions. In this connection he had to travel illegally several times from Berlin to 
Vienna. He later told me that the situation in Berlin, however difficult, was marked 
by the correct application of an increasingly draconic legislation but that Vienna was 
dominated by an anti-semitic zeal which made his work almost impossible. It was 
during one of his stays in Vienna that he came to know his later wife Yehudit 
Genzer. 

Shortly before the war began, he accompanied a group of young people to Pales¬ 
tine. He then returned to England in order to organize Zionist youth work there and 
was surprised by the outbreak of the war. After Britain joined the war he was put in 
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an internment camp for a year since he was a German citizen. It was then that he 
became interested for the first time in the study of the Hebrew Bible as an historical 
book. When he left the camp he worked as a teacher. This furthered his interest in 
developmental psychology and pedagogy. Education and training, the intercourse 
with children and youths were always more than a troublesome burden for him. His 
ever awake curiosity and his open-minded and totally undogmatical manner always 
let him find easy contact with the younger generations. 

Two days after the end of the war - Richard's parents had succumbed to the in¬ 
human conditions in the concentration camp of Theresienstadt - he left England 
together with his wife Yehudit, whom he had married in 1944, and went to settle 
down in Palestine. Both went to the Kibbutz Mishmar Ha- c Emeq which had been 
founded in 1926 in the forest region between Haifa and Megiddo on the north-eastern 
slope of the Carmel. The kibbutz was a training centre of the leftist Ha-Shomer Ha- 
Za c ir movement, and Raphael could continue his teaching activities there. Soon he 
also acted as a teacher at the kibbutz movements' training centre of Oranim near 
Haifa, first in English, then in Hebrew. In 1947 Raphael and Yehudit became 
members of the kibbutz Mishmar Ha- c Emeq. The couple had two girls, bom in 
1951 and 1953 respectively. 

Soon thereafter, he was seized by the national passion of archaeology. However, 
the hard conditions of the pioneers' time did not allow much for such luxuries as 
archaeological studies. Raphael changed from teaching to agriculture in order to have 
more leisure time and to do private studies in archaeology. He soon volunteered for 
night-watch and so could participate in archaeological excavations during the day¬ 
time. 

With all his love for Israel he was never a narrow-minded nationalist, and he rea¬ 
lized very soon how ancient Israel had been bound into multiple relations with other 
countries. He was therefore interested in its neighbouring cultures, above all in 
Egypt which had impressed its influence on Israel in the most visible way. It was 
only in Jerusalem that one could study Egyptology at that time. To attend the intro¬ 
duction to Hieroglyphics by the world-famous linguist Hans Jacob Polotsky who 
was teaching at the Hebrew University since 1934 but became a professor only in 
1948, Raphael had to get up at four a.m., hitch-hike in cold rain or burning bamsin 
to Jerusalem, come back by hitch-hiking to the kibbutz and then change clothes 
right on the field in order to do his share of agricultural work. 

So much enthusiasm and sacrifice could not leave the kibbutz community un¬ 
impressed. In 1959 he was allowed to do regular studies in Egyptology in Paris 
where he went to courses, seminars and exercises at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes 
Etudes, the College de France, and the Sorbonne. It was there that he got acquainted 
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with the Egyptian egyptologist Labib Habachi (+ 18.2.1984) who was 10 years ol¬ 
der than he, and with whom he had a deep friendship inspite of all the then domina¬ 
ting political hostilities. This episode is rather typical for Raphael's open-minded 
will to reconciliation. 

His doctoral thesis, which he did under the direction of Prof. Georges Posener and 
in continual contact with Jean Yoyotte, was concerned with the $3sw, an ethnical 
group whose main living area had been in southern Jordan and Sinai where they pro¬ 
bably lived as nomads. The $3sw are attested to as an ethnical entity mainly in 
sources of the New Kingdom. Later the term S3sw became a professional terminus 
for "herdsman". The aim of Raphael's dissertation was to collect all the sources 
mentioning this problematic entity and to evaluate them with respect to the history 
of Egypt and of the southern borders of Palestine. As the sources of the 14 th century 
B.C.E. mention a country (of the god) jhw in connection with the S3sw, it is rather 
probable that at least some of the latter did worship a god who was a prototype of 
YHWH, the later protective deity of the tribes of Israel. The $3sw represent one 
element from which at least some groups converged to the later tribal confederacy of 
Israel. 

In 1961 Raphael returned to Israel with his doctoral title. It was only ten years 
later that the thesis was published by Brill in Leyden as "Les bddouins Shosou des 
documents dgyptiens". Raphael was the first member of the kibbutz Mishmar Ha- 
c Emeq to have completed an academic degree and probably one of the first kibbutz- 
niks at all to do this. This way of life which is so typical for Israel was then still 
much marked by the struggle to survive and by agriculture, and there was not much 
comprehension for the desire to study such a specialized field as Egyptology. Only 
with the combination of self-esteem and understanding the others' position, which 
was so typical for Raphael, could one manage to realize such an aim without 
leaving the kibbutz. 

Soon after his return from Paris he was called by Prof. Shmuel Yeivin (1896- 
1982) as a lecturer in the Department of Ancient Near Eastern Civilizations of Tel 
Aviv University. In 1968, when Yohanan Aharon i (1919-1976) took over the 
directorship of the Department, it was renamed the Department of Archaeology and 
Ancient Near Eastern Cultures. There Raphael worked during some twenty years un¬ 
til his retirement in 1984, and still later, as his own substitute, during the academic 
year 1984/1985. His teaching activity had won much interest since Egypt had 
become the first neighbouring state to become accessible to Israelis in the aftermath 
of A. Sadat's spectacular visit on November 19-20,1977, and after the peace treaty 
of March 16,1979. Raphael was one of the first Israelis to visit Egypt, and he led 
the first Academic Tour of Egyptian Antiquities. 
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During most of the time of his scientific activity, however, access to the Egyp¬ 
tian monuments was either not possible or rather difficult. The nearest museum 
with Egyptian antiquities was some three flight hours away in Torino, and Egypto¬ 
logists from abroad mostly avoided the Zionist state in order not to become compro¬ 
mised with Egypt. Israeli Egyptology was limited by these exterior conditions, as 
well as by the special direction given through the work of its dean Polotsky, almost 
exclusively to the philological and linguistic field. Raphael was one of the few 
Egyptologists who concentrated on a field with specific interest for the history and 
archaeology of Israel, namely the study of Egypto-Palesdnian relations based upon 
objects of Egyptian origin or influence discovered in local excavations in Israel. 

Once it had become known that haver Giveon was doing Egyptology, other kib- 
butzniks, who had found a scarab or an amulet while looking around on a neigh¬ 
bouring tell, turned to him for an explanation of what chance had offered them. 
Raphael's bibliography testifies to his early interest in such accidental discoveries, 
which have often been of considerable scholarly interest. Besides the harmless shab- 
bat tourists and kibbutzniks, also systematic collectors of antiquities such as Moshe 
Dayan or Reuben Hecht often asked Raphael for his opinion to identify and evaluate 
ancient artifacts of Egyptian origin and to decipher their inscription or to interpret 
the meaning of their decoration and iconography. He responded enthusiastically to 
their requests, since they gave him the opportunity to study objects whose existence 
might otherwise remain unknown to scholars. 

Raphael's most important correspondents in this field, however, were of course 
numerous archaeological expeditions which offered him their Egyptian and Egyp- 
tianizing finds for publication. It is just such material that will be presented in the 
present volume. Raphael's interest in Egyptian stamp seals, especially scarabs 
which mirror in such a particularly interesting way the relations of Egypt and Pales¬ 
tine from the Middle Kingdom down to the Iron Age, has led to several major publi¬ 
cations, the present book being the last one of the series. A summary of his far- 
reaching knowledge in this field appeared in the article "SkaraMus" in the Lexikon 
der Agyptologie. 

One of Raphael's most important projects during the years when the Sinai was 
under Israeli control was the study and preservation of the remains at Serabit el- 
Khadem, the ancient Egyptian turquoise mining center in southern Sinai particularly 
famous for its inscriptions in the so-called Proto-Sinaitic alphabetic script. He was 
not allowed to excavate there but made many valuable discoveries nevertheless. His 
studies then were greatly furthered by his acquaintance with Moshe Dayan, then 
Defence Minister, who supported him with all kinds of technical material. With his 
so typical and agreeable ability to laugh about himself, Raphael often told us how 
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he should have photographed Serabit while helplessly dangling from a flying heli¬ 
copter. He was much better with the Beduin people sitting around a camp-fire after a 
day's work. He had already imagined a title for the publication that should include 
his discoveries in the area of Serabit; with reference to the famous work of Gardiner 
and Peet, "Inscriptions of Sinai", his own should be named "Additional Inscriptions 
of Sinai". It will now be the task of his student Raphael Ventura to bring this 
already advanced woik to a good aid. 

After the peace treaty was signed with Egypt, Raphael's hope was to start a major 
excavation project in the Egyptian Delta and thus be able to advance from the occu¬ 
pation with small Egyptian objects to the study of greater monuments in the Egyp¬ 
tian heartland. Sadly this will no longer be possible. 

Besides trying to bring Israeli Egyptology nearer to the Egyptian monuments 
themselves, Raphael was also engaged in establishing ties with international Egyp¬ 
tology. Studies in Paris, sabbatical leaves in Oxford, numerous guest lectures in 
many European countries and his participation in almost all major congresses on 
Egyptology, where he often presented papers about his newest discoveries, allowed 
him to bind Israeli archaeology nearer to the international community of Egypto¬ 
logists. As he never thought of his field as of an academic caste system, not only 
his own students but also students and assistants all around the world took benefit 
from his ability to make contacts. His untamable curiosity, his desire to always 
extend his horizons (be it in culinary matters) and his ability to enjoy made him an 
agreeable and always much esteemed guest. His huge correspondence testifies to his 
interest in the research of other colleagues as well as to his promptness in sharing 
his knowledge without any jealousy or avarice. His self-esteem, which was the 
foundation of his esteem for the others, demanded that this knowledge should be 
communicated under his name, but he was never anxious nor paltry in such matters. 

By his death on August 8, 1985 in the District Hospital of Afula, Raphael has 
been taken out of an unrestricted participation in the life of the international com¬ 
munity of Egyptologists. His quick presentation of Egyptian finds, which come to 
light in almost every season of excavations in Israel, his human warmth and friendly 
cooperation leave a breach that will be long felt. Trying to go the way he has shown 
is the adequate manner of working through the grief. 


Othmar Keel * 


* I am especially grateful to Mrs. Yehudit Giveon-Genzer and to Prof. Raphael Ventura 
for having supplied me information about the life and work of Prof. Raphael Giveon. 
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A Bibliography of Raphael Giveon 


compiled by 
Naama Azulay 


I - BOOKS 


1969 

(t) n’a.^Vpap^into’a np’ran d’"bd mraiRD (t) 

•a’oi 1 ?’* nin^ 3,’ra 129 . srmn yap 


1971 

(2) Les bddouins Shosou des documents 6gyptiens (Documenta et monumenta 
Orientis antiqui 18), Leiden, 278 pp., 29 pis. 

1974 

(3) D-nsDi ’-it up by d’-idkd pip . ]yi33 ny-is nupy (3) 

i"bmn 2 -> 2 vrbn. n’su’pn raura p«n ran’ 1 ? mon main .np’ran 

,D’-ii’i,’Dy 188. 

(4) The Stones of Sinai Speak [in Japanese], Tokyo, 208 pp., pis. and ills. 

1978 

(5) The Impact of Egypt on Canaan. Iconographical and Related Studies (Orbis 
Biblicus et Orientalis 20), Fribourg/Switzerland and Gottingen, 132 pp., pis. and 
ills. 

(6) The Stones of Sinai Speak, Tokyo, 164 pp., pis. and ills. 


1983 

(7) 16 .nisDS.'Dy 171. j"Dttin p’^K’j -ioid.’D’O ’ur(7) 

.niDiDn mm 1 ? 


1985 

(8) Egyptian Scarabs from Western Asia from the Collections of the British 
Museum (Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis. Series Archaeologica 3), Fribourg/Switzer¬ 
land and Gdttingen, 202 pp., pis. and ills. 


1986 

(9) [With Trude KERTESZ] Egyptian Scarabs and Seals from Acco. From the 
Collections of the Israel Department of Antiquities and Museums, Fribourg/ 
Switzerland, 48 pp., 20 pis. 
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II - ARTICLES 


1955 

(10) rronn niS’T : (Frogs as Burial Offerings) mi Ip niriDD D’lniQS (10) 

.238-239 toy Vtottfn ta*" 5 rpmpTiyi ‘pmttp-pR rmpn 1 ? 

1957 

(11) In the Valley of Megiddon (Zech. XII: 11): JJS 8, pp. 155-163. 

1959 

(12) A Plaque) (norm fpiKD ttnn k^dd) ^nn rptihs-irr (12) 

.(Book no. 5, pp. 88-89 =) 140 + 137 toy f'ttin to p«1 yata : (from Tel Nagila 

(13) King or God on the Sarcophagus of Ahiram: IEJ 9, pp. 57-59 (= 5, pp. 31- 
33). 

1961 

(14) : (An Egyptian Seal from Kefar Ruppin) f’sri 1EDD myo nomn (14) 
.249-250 toy R'totfn n'to rpmpTiyi ^-itip-pa n-pprr'? mnnn my>-p 

(15) Two New Hebrew Seals and their Iconographic Background: PEQ 93, pp. 38- 
42 (= book no. 5, pp. 110-116). 

1962 

(16) to P«1 ynta : (Three Ancient Objects) Cpp’riy Cp-plttf nt£?*Pt£? (16) 

. 312-317 toy j'totfn 

(17) A Ramesside 'Semitic* Letter: RSO 37, pp. 167-173. 

1963 

(18) An Egyptian Statuette from the) UQItt/n ]’y rVQtolOD ,_ CiD *POB (18) 
n^mpTiyi l ?int£p-pR rmpn 1 ? mnnn niy’T : (Vicinity of c Ein Ha-Shofet 

.(Book no. 5, pp. 28-30 =) 293-295 toy to**nt£7n T'to 

(19) A Ptolemaic Fayence Bowl: IEJ 13, pp. 20-29. 

1964 

(20) Three Royal Scarabs from) rPEtt bnD nV’mn'PD nrnhSin (20) 

.(Book no. 5, pp. 99-104 =) 79-81 toy Ytoltfn 'T p«1 y^to : (Tel Zafit 

(21) Alexandrine Decorated Basin-Rims from Israel: IEJ 14, pp. 232-236. 

(22) The Cities of our God: II Sam. 10,12: JBL 83, pp. 415-416. 

(23) Toponymes ouest-asiatiques h Soleb: VT 14, pp. 239-255. 

1965 

(24) A Sealing of Khyan from the Shephela of Southern Palestine: JEA 51, pp. 
202-204 

(25) Two Egyptian Documents concerning Bashan from the Time of Ramses II: 
RSO 40, pp. 197-202. 
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1967 

(26) Three Fragments of Statuary) ’’insert ] Tiffin ]0 D^OS ->yffip nffi'Pffi (26) 
n->mp->nyi l ?iattP"pK m’pn'p mann nwn’ : (from the Northern Sharon 

.118-123 'ey main 

(27) ■>:nyDn poyn minin'? “imra d - > , ’"i2d o’Tnttn nman (27) 
(Egyptian Documents and Objects as Material for the History of the Western 

.163-169 fry y^iffin "pUPp pKD -pDyn TDO : (Esdraelon Valley 

(28) Ptah and Astarte on a Seal from Acco, in: Studi sull'Oriente e la Bibbia offerti 
a P. Giovanni Rinaldi, Genova, pp. 147-153 (= 5, pp. 90-96). 

(29) Royal Seals of the Xllth Dynasty from Western Asia: RdE 19, pp. 29-37 (= 
book no. 5, pp. 73-80). 

(30) The Shosu of Egyptian Sources and the Exodus, in: Proceedings of the Fourth 
World Congress of Jewish Studies. Vol. I, Jerusalem, pp. 193-196. 

1968 

(31) ns^m n’D’ ]iK'’nDn mu/nn niopon - emso mnnirr (3i) 
'3 on ISO : (Egyptian Seals. New Acquisitions of the Maritime Museum, Haifa) 

.(Book no. 5, pp. 105-106 =) 62-63 'oy n''Offin 

(32) An Alexandrine Basin-Rim from Ascalon: IEJ 18, p. 247. 

(33) Egyptian Tomb-Scenes on Phoenician Objects from the Near East and from 
Spain: Archivo Espaflol de Arquelogia 41, pp. 5-15. 

(34) The Egyptian Funerary Cones at the Israel Museum: The Israel Museum 
News 3, pp. 40-41. 

(35) Quelques rencontres personnelles avec des antiques en Israel: Cahiers 
Numismatiques 16, pp. 528-535. 

1969 

(36) : (The Temple at Serabit el-Khadem) OIKT! 'PK ffi’Otnoo ffiipon (36) 

.167-173 'oy ffi”offin pai yotfl 

(37) : (Seals and Amulets from Tel Halif) r p 1 Pn *pno myopl niDnin (37) 

'pno ‘pnon nstpno o’lop nnyo , tosu .n pro .k: "iokd'p nso] 
.32-38 'ny o"offin (o”-d'pik iso) o"’ ‘pioffi’-pK 

(38) Egyptian Inscriptions and Finds from a Temple in the Timna Area, in: Procee¬ 
dings of the Vth World Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, vol. I, pp. 50-53. 

(39) Thutmosis IV and Asia: JNES 28, pp. 54-59. 

1970 

(40) ‘pmffi’n Ton nmon n'pffiiffirt ’D’D ">r\ 2 w' ■>'pod noh'pffi (40) 
'PKIDffi “IDO : (Three 'Shauabti' Figurines of the XXVIth Dynasty from Israel) 

.342-350'oy *p"ffin np’pffiiT’ . T’O” 

(41) The Shosou of the Late XXth Dynasty: JARCE 8 (1969-70) pp. 51-53. 
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1971 

(42) The Temple of Hathor at Serabit) OIK'n Tinnn tthpto (42) 

. 14-18 toy K"^n to ni’limp : (el-Khadem 

(43) ivories from the) ]nmt£? : m'PK-ittPn nsipru D’anitt? (43) 

nKmn .nvilpDl D ,- lDKD Dp 1 ? - ]nom/: (Israelite Period: the Samaria Ivories 
(Book no. 5, =) 88-99 toy ntom’pn nyum pan nsp*r>^ nvron 

.pp. 34-44 


1972 

(44) Hathor as the Goddess of Music in) ’>V02 rtltoon rV?*a Yinnn (44) 

.(Book no. 5, pp. 68-72 =) 5-9 toy 2 ,,l ?Uir\ 6 : (Sinai 

(45) An Egyptian Official in Gezer?: IEJ 22, pp. 143-144. 

(46) Egyptian Temples in Canaan: Museum Ha'aretz, Tel-Aviv. Bulletin 14, pp. 
57-62 (= book no. 5, pp. 22-27). 

(47) Le temple d'Hathor k Serabit el-Khadem: Archaeologia 44, pp. 64-69. 

1973 

(48) Egyptian Inscriptions from the) nttfto epIKD nrTSD nUIfU (48) 

□’’■pnoi nri’Qn , (-pnypm-m piro : (Dayan Antiquities Collection 
.177-182 toy ana 'pn .■pa” ‘pRiottf nosno'p 

(49) Egyptian Objects in Bronze and Fayence, in: Y. AHARONI, ed., Beer-Sheba I, 
Tel-Aviv, pp. 54-55. 

1974 

(50) Ytottfn 'T mp’ny: (The Scarabs from Ginnosar) "lomo nVU/IDinn (50) 

.(Book no. 5, pp. 85-87 =) 40-42 toy 

(51) ->ro arm nnnpn na'pcan ’a’a ■nyra rpiK .« ay] (5i) 

.98-101toy 'T nrronp : (An Old Kingdom Relief in Sinai) 

(52) Amenophis III in Athribis: GM 9, pp. 25-26. 

(53) Determinatives of Canaanite Personal Names and Toponyms in Egyptian, in: 
A. CAQUOT/ D. COHEN, 6ds., Actes du Premier Congrfes International de Linguisti- 
que Semitique et Chamito-Sdmitique (Paris, 16-19 juillet 1969), La Haye - Paris, 
pp. 55-59 (expanded in book no. 5, pp. 15-21). 

(54) Egyptian Objects from Sinai in the Australian Museum: AJBA 2, pp. 29-47. 

(55) Hyksos Scarabs with Names of Kings and Officials from Canaan: ChdE 49, 
pp. 222-233. 

(56) A Monogram Scarab from Tel Masos: Tel Aviv 1, pp. 75-76 (= book no. 5, 
pp. 107-109). 

(57) Investigations in the Egyptian Mining Centres in Sinai: Tel Aviv 1, pp. 100- 
108. 

(58) A Second Relief of Sekhemkhet in Sinai: BASOR 216, pp. 17-20. 
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1975 

(59) yiorai dikTt wiKioa Tinnn n'pRn - rpntan nbyi (59) 

: (The Lady of the Turquoise. The Goddess Hathor at Serabit el-Khadem and Timna) 
.(Bookno. 5,pp. 61-67 =)24-26'Dy (p^y ’jio'pj TOD) 'PR-ftp-pR 

(60) A Late Egyptian Statue from the Eastern Delta: JARCE 12, pp. 19-21. 

(61) A Late Ramesside Epithet of Thot: GM 17, pp. 23-25. 

(62) The Scarabs, in: Y. AHARONI, ed.. Investigations at Lachish (= Lachish V), 
Tel-Aviv, p. 71. 

(63) Two Inscriptions of Ramesses II: IEJ 25, pp. 247-249. 

1976 
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(65) Nakhman. A Personal Name with the Plant Determinative: RdE 28, pp. 155- 
156. 

(66) New Egyptian Seals with Titles and Names from Canaan: Tel Aviv 3, pp. 
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(67) Seals and Seal-Impressions of the XXVth Egyptian Dynasty in Western Asia: 
Revista de la Universidad Complutense 25 (Homenaje a Garcia Belido I), pp. 133- 
138 (= book no. 5, pp. 121-126). 

(68) Some Scarabs Reconsidered: Archivo Espafiol de Arquelogia 9, pp. 159-163. 

(69) Two Critical Notes Concerning Sinai: GM 20, pp. 23-25. 

1977 

(70) .14-23'oy r'T'ttfn 80 , 21D : (Early Travellers) nay D’D’D D’yoil (70) 

(71) TheGod)nanrm'p I'panatt? maina ’ns ti mays -’roo nin l ?Rn(7i) 

'Dy SD’OTa : (Thoth in Sinai. Two Recently Discovered Inscriptions 

.24-26 

(72) Egyptian Finger Rings and Seals from South of Gaza: Tel Aviv 4, pp. 66-70. 

(73) Egyptology in Israel: GM 24, pp. 7-12. 

(74) The Egyptian Objects, in: S. BEN-ARIEH/G. EDELSTEIN, Akko Tombs Near 
the Persion Gardens: c Atiqot (Engl. Ser.) 12, pp. 70-71. 

(75) Inscriptions of Sahure c and Sesostris I from Wadi Kharig (Sinai): BASOR 
226, pp. 61-63. 

(76) Remarks on the Transmission of Egyptian Lists of Asiatic Toponyms, in: J. 
ASSMANN/E. FEUCHT/R. GRIESHAMMER, Hrsg., Fragen an die AMgyptische Li- 
teratur. Studien zum Gedenken an Eberhard Otto, Wiesbaden, pp. 171-183. 

1978 

(77) A Group of Egyptian Amulets) my *1300 ni’TO myQp TOUp (77) 

.5 .00 TORO n'^tt/n ’T ntt/ao TITR : (from Kefar c Ara 

(78) Remarks on Ancient) D’p’ny moipD niDttf niD’tth 1 ? (78) 

U"bwn 'y onpn mron "ipn^l RTpo'p -pmst? : (Egyptian Toponym Lists 

.124-128 fry 
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(79) Corrected Drawings of Sahure c and Sesostris I Inscriptions from the Wadi 
Kharig: BASOR 232, p. 74. 

(80) A Long Lost Inscription of Thutmosis IV: Tel Aviv 5, pp. 170-174. 

(81) The Xlllth Dynasty in Asia: RdE 30, pp. 163-167. 

(82) Two Unique Egyptian Inscriptions from Tel Aphek: Tel Aviv 5, pp. 188-191. 

(83) Fouilles et Travaux de l'Universitfi de Tel-Aviv. Ddcouvertes 6gyptiennes 
r6centes: BSFE 81, pp. 6-17. 

1979 

(84) Remarks on Some Egyptian Toponym Lists Concerning Canaan, in: M. 
GORG/E. PUSCH, Hrsg., Festschrift Elmar Edel (Agypten und Altes Testament 1), 
Bamberg, pp. 135-141. 

1980 

(85) .’1 ‘ptiD .T *]iru : (The Egyptians in Sinai) ’roa D’lSDn (85) 

.313-320'dv D"ts'n l pn .’ro nvaimp : (a , ’3"iiy)7 , ’ , ’t3t£? 1 ppa , ’s 

(86) A New Hyksos King: Tel Aviv 7, pp. 90-91. 

(87) Some Scarabs from Canaan with Egyptian Titles: Tel Aviv 7, pp. 179-184. 

1981 

(88) Three Fragments from) nrnsn lYPSHHU nin^tth ’Dytap nuibw (88) 

R"Dti?n caiTlR ]anv> -ISO) V'tfl mttP~pR : (Egyptian Geographical Lists 

.137-139 fty 

(89) Ya c qob-har: GM 44, pp. 17-20. 

(90) Geba c (Urk. IV 786,114): GM 49, pp. 33-35. 

(91) A New Kingdom Stela from Sinai: IEJ 31, pp. 168-171. 

(92) Some Egyptological Considerations Concerning Ugarit, in: G.D. YOUNG, ed., 
Ugarit in Retrospect, pp. 55-58. 

1982 

(93) The Last Discovery from) DIRT! *PK tt’auODD nanmcr ITl'PUnn (93) 
‘pn . ■’a’D mn -npriD : (D’Dny)^ 1 ? .ri ‘pwd .t fina: (Serabitel-Khadem 

.23-24 lay a"ot£/n 

(94) Asiatics in the Egyptian Mining Centres in South Sinai. Recent Discoveries: 
Middle East 1, pp. 37-40. 

(95) A God Who Hears, in: M.H. VAN VOSS/DJ. HOEMS/G. MUSSIES/D. VAN 
DER PLAS/H. TE VELDE, eds., Studies in Egyptian Religion. Dedicated to Professor 
Jan Zandee, Leiden, pp. 38-42. 

(96) Gold and Silver in Sinai. A Correction: GM 59, p. 103. 

(97) Western Asiatic Aspects of the Amama Period. The Monotheism Problem, in: 
L'dgyptologie en 1979, Tome II, Paris, pp. 249-251. 

1983 

(98) A Second Look at Some Inscribed Scarabs: GM 67, pp. 33-37. 

(99) A Date Corrected: If it is Hebrew to you: GM 69, p. 95. 
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(100) The Hyksos in the South, in: Fontes atque Pontes. Eine Festgabe fiir 
Hellmut Brunner (Agypten und Altes Testament 5), Wiesbaden, pp. 155-161. 

(101) Two Officials of the Old Kingdom at Magharah (Southern Sinai): Tel Aviv 
10, pp. 49-51. 

(102) An Inscription of Ramses III from Lachish: Tel Aviv 10, pp. 176-177. 

(103) [With A. KEMPINSKI] The Scarabs, in: V. FRITZ/A. KEMPINSKI, Hrsg., 
Die Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen auf der FJirbet el-MSaS (Tel Masos), Vol. I, 
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1984 
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(105) Amenmesse in Canaan?: GM 83, pp. 27-29. 

(106) Archaeological Evidence for the Exodus: Bulletin of the Anglo-Israel 
Archaeological Society 1983/84, pp. 42-44. 

(107) Geva. A New Fortress City from Thutmosis to Herod: Bulletin of the 
Anglo-Israel Archaeological Society 1983/84, pp. 45-46. 

(108) A Middle Kingdom Statue from Serabit el-Khadim in Sinai: IEJ 34, pp. 
154-155. 

(109) Soped in Sinai, in: Studien zu Sprache und Religion Agyptens (Festschrift 
W. Westendorf), Band II, Gottingen, pp. 777-784. 

(110) A Canopic Figure from Roman Palestine, in: Melanges Adolphe Gutbub, 
Montpellier. 

1985 

(111) Dating the Cape Gelidonya Shipwreck: AnSt 35, pp. 99-101. 

1986 

(112) New Material Concerning Canaanite Gods in Egypt: Proceedings of the IXth 
World Congress of Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, pp. 1-4. 
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1977 
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23. Sidon, col. 922-923. 24. Simyra, col. 947-948. 
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Scarabs 

and other Small Finds 
from Recent Excavations in Israel 
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The Catalogue System Employed 


continuous numbering; for each site, already published 
material is mentioned first, followed by as yet unpubli¬ 
shed items in the order of their field inventory no. 

- form 

- for MB scarabs: head, back and side types according 
to Tufnell, StSc II pp. 31-38 

- potential damage: progressively from abraded to bat¬ 
tered to damaged; if the item is in good condition, 
this is not noted 

- type of engraving: incised linear, sunk relief, bas 
relief, etc. 

- material, glaze, etc. 

- measurements: length, breadth and height in mm. 

DECORATION: description of elements on the base followed by any 

decoration on the back 

PARALLELS: - for MB Scarabs: Design Classes according to Tuf¬ 

nell, StSc II 

- pieces with similar motifs or style (for short titles 
and abbreviations see bibliography of reference works 
cited at the end of the volume) 

DATE: in principle this is based on the scarab only (head, back 

and side types, decoration, stylistic features, royal na¬ 
mes, comparative material, etc.) 

PROVENANCE: - precise location wherever possible: area, locus, stra¬ 

tum with date suggested by the excavators 

- field inventory no. 

COLLECTION: - present location of the piece wherever known 

- registration number (IDAM, Institute, etc.) wherever 
known 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: preliminary publications where the piece was either 
routinely mentioned or specifically discussed (for short 
titles and abbreviations see bibliography of reference 
works cited at the end of the volume) 

N.B.: If not stated otherwise, line drawings in the catalogue are reproduced 
3:1, photographs on the plates 2:1. 


NO.: 


ITEM: 
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Tell Abu Zureiq 

(isr. Tel Zariq, ca. 1 km. south-east of Kibbutz Ha-Zorea c ; 1623/2267) 


A Note on the Recovery of these Scarabs 

During the excavation in Area C at Abu Zureiq (1970-1971; cf. E. Anati, Ha- 
zorea: IEJ 21 [1971] pp. 172-173; id., Abu Zureiq [Hazorea]: RB 78 [1971] pp. 582- 
584), Prof. Anati requested me to complete the excavation of a tomb containing 
finds of the MB IIA and MB IIB/C periods. 

The entrance of the MB IIA tomb was a sloping passage - cut into the surface of 
the rock from the Northeast - leading into a cave, the interior of which was divided 
into two parts by a low wall of natural rock. The oval part near the entrance was 
2.45 m. below the surface, while the second, crescent-shaped part lay 2.20 m. below 
the surface. 

The surface of the rock around the tomb was honeycombed with bell-shaped silos, 
about 1.5 to 1.8 m. in depth, dating to the late Iron or Persian periods, represented 
by concentric circles on the plan, the outer one giving the circumference of the bot¬ 
tom and the inner one the opening of the silo at the surface (loci 507, 508, 517, 
518, 523). Silo/locus 507 was cut into the passage of the tomb-entrance, so that a 
stone wall had to be erected there. 

The passage was sealed with plaster after the final burial of the MB II A period. 
In the MB II B/C period, however, a second entrance was forced into the crescent- 
formed rear part of the cave, from the West A third opening was created when the 
silo/locus 517 was cut. The floor of this silo was 1.48 m. below the surface, half of 
it opening into the tomb. The first of these disturbances may account for the mixed 
nature of the scarabs found within the tomb. The second led to their presence being 
overlooked when the tomb was plundered. Most of the scarabs were found at the 
floor level of the tomb, in the intrusive soil and pebbles below and near locus 517. 
It is most probable that this intrusive layer was washed down after the MB II B/C 
period, preventing the discovery and removal of the scarabs. 

Six of seven scarabs found in the tomb came from the concentration below locus 
51 7, together with a silver crescent pendant (H 71-378) and a silver ring (H 71-377), 
which probably served as the setting for a scarab. Three of these scarabs (H 71-372, 
H 71-373 and H 71-374) had undecorated bases and will not be published here. 

A single scarab (H 71-390; below No. 2) was discovered near the remains of a 
skull on the floor in the southern comer of the crescent-shaped part of the tomb. 

Ezra Meyerhof, 
Kibbutz Ha-Zorea c 
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1 ITEM: Scarab, D3/0/d5, break around hole at lower back; sunk relief, hatching 
and cross-hatching; steatite (?); 17.8 x 13.2 x 8.4 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a lion, with tail above his back, assaults 
an ibex or antelope, whose head is turned toward his attacker. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 9B, 9E. Petrie, BP I pi. 12:125. Id., BP II pi. 43: 
14. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 118-119 no. 23. Matz, CMS I no. 
278. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area C, disturbed tomb, below locus 517; MB II A-B (ca. 
1850-1600 B.C.E.). 

COLLECTION: Ha-Zorea c , Wilfried Israel Museum No. H 71-389. EDAM 72- 

5827. 

2 ITEM: Scarab, Al/0/e7, border slightly abraded, schematic linear engraving with 
scratched hatching; dark grey-green jasper, 18.3 x 12.8 x 9.2 mm. 
DECORATION: An open-mouthed human figure with an elaborate headdress 
stands before two plants, the stalk of the taller in the tight grip of his left hand; 
the hand of the relaxed right arm is empty; behind him is perhaps an i-reed, be¬ 
low which is a short bent line. 

PARALLELS: Design Class lOAlb. For style and motif, see the parallels for 
no. 4 below; for the plants esp. Petrie, AG IV pis. 8 and 9:385 = Rowe, Cata¬ 
logue no. 74. 

DATE: Dyn. XIH-XV (ca. 1750-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area C, disturbed tomb; MB II A-B (ca. 1850-1600 B.C.E.). 
COLLECTION: Ha-Zorea c , Wilfried Israel Museum No. H 71-376. EDAM 72- 

5828. 

3 ITEM: Scarab, A5/dec./d6, back and head/clypeus damaged, linear engraving; 
dark grey steatite, white glazed; 20.6 x 14.4 x 8.1 mm. 

DECORATION: A lotus flower separates two symmetrical standing human figu¬ 
res with shoulder-length hair and knee-length kilts. Each figure grasps the flower 
stalk before him with one hand, while the other arm ist relaxed: in the right hand 
of the left figure is an c n^- sign. Two blossoms (papyrus?) are also set at knee- 
level; below is a nb- sign. The back is also decorated, with symmetrical curls on 
the elytra, and a lotus blossom (?) on the pronotum. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 1E3, lOBb. Petrie, BP I pi. 39:437. Id., AG IV 
pis. 5:115 and 7:224. Gamer-Wallert, Iberische Halbinsel no. B 19. Back: Tuf- 
nell, Lachish IV pis. 37/38:316 and 32:107. 

DATE: Early Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1600 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area C, disturbed tomb, below locus 517; MB II A-B/C (ca. 
1850-1600 B.C.E.). 

COLLECTION: Ha-Zorea c , Wilfried Israel Museum No. H 71-375. EDAM 72- 
5828/1. 
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4 ITEM: Scarab, Al/0/e5, slightly abraded, linear engraving; green jasper; 15.2 x 
10.9 x 7.4 mm. 

DECORATION: A striding or standing match-stick human figure, open-mouthed 
and armed (or holding an sign in the relaxed right hand), whose left forearm 
is raised confronting a series of signs. The headdress is strikingly prominent. A 
small protuberance at waist level might be related to the slight thickening of the 
right thigh, revealing a weapon (or its sheath) or a codpiece. Between the head 
and the arm is a V-shaped sign, followed by three additional signs in front of the 
figure: an upside-down T-shape ( c ?), a zig-zag («?), and an X-shaped sign. Read¬ 
ing c n t ’’return", disregards the V-shaped sign, or considers it to be a remarkably 
unsuccessful i-prefix. The same sign appears however in the same position on a 
parallel (Tufnell, Lachish IV pis. 35/36:237), with the cross representing the 
walking legs determinative. Alternative readings (as, e.g., c n "beautiful") are no 
less improbable. The signs could represent a personal name. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 3C, lOAlf. Similarity in motif or elements: 
Kenyon, Jericho II fig. 301:10 (PN idnr; see Ranke, PN I 54,14). Petrie, Gerar 
pi. 17:40. Id., AG I pi. 14:113 = Rowe, Catalogue no. 177. Loud, Megiddo II 
pi. 151:145. Similarity in style: Tufnell, Lachish IV pis. 35/36:237. Grant, Ain 
Shems II pi. 51:5. Guy, Megiddo Tombs pi. 106:12 = Rowe, Catalogue no. 74. 
Macalister, Gezer II p. 329 no. 397, HI pi. 209:17. Rowe, Catalogue nos. 291 
(Shechem) and 361 (Megiddo). Loud, Megiddo II pi. 150:80 and 104; pi. 151: 
145. Also to be compared are an unpublished piece in the Dayan Collection and 
no. 2 above. 

DATE: Dyn. XIE-XV (ca. 1750-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area C, disturbed tomb, below locus 517; MB II A-B (ca. 
1850-1600 B.C.E.). 

COLLECTION: Ha-Zorea c , Wilfried Israel Museum, H 71-390. IDAM 72-5830. 


Achziv 

The first group of Achziv scarabs presented here are those discovered by Dr. M.W. 
Prausnitz during the three seasons (1958, 1960,1963) of excavations he directed at Ach¬ 
ziv on behalf of the Israel Department of Antiquities and the University of Rome. The 
site had been previously excavated in the early 1940’s, by I. Ben-Dor for the Department 
of Antiquities. These excavations revealed a settlement pattern developing through the 
Middle and Late Bronze Ages, with a considerable expansion during the Iron Age. Dr. 
Prausnitz’ excavations concentrated on the three Iron Age cemeteries belonging to the 
city: the Southern Cemetery of Minet Achziv (or Buqbaq), the Eastern Cemetery of 
Gesher Achziv (or er-Ras), and another cemetery at the eastern slope of the tell. The 
variety of designs indicates the cultural interaction typical of scarabs from the Levant. 
Dr. M.W. Prausnitz has generously consented to the publication of the following sca¬ 
rabs in this volume. 
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5 ITEM: Scarab, edges battered; sunk relief; white steatite, traces of yellow glaze; 
16 x 10.6 x 7.7 mm. 

DECORATION: Inscription: Ijnsw m s3 <.y> "Khonsu (the Theban moon-god) 
is <my> protection". 

PARALLELS: This is precisely the kind of amuletic interpretation that one 
would expect a scarab to carry. It is thus very well represented in the collections. 
Parallels include: Petrie, BDS pi. 12:698. Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel 
nos. MV 12 and Va 9. Vercoutter, Les Objets egytiens nos. 386-387. Gjerstad, 
Swedish Cyprus Expedition II p. 840 no. 2421 = pi. 247:1. Ward, PSBA 22 
(1900) pi. 8:316. Dunbabin, Perachora II fig. 31:161. Giveon, Scarabs British 
Museum pp. 182-183 no. 15. Sliwa, Cracow pi. 17:96. Jaeger, Scarab6es Men- 
kh6perre p. 69 § 286. 

DATE: Dyn. XXVI (664-525 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Minet Achziv, Southern Cemetery, locus/tomb 24, cremation 
burial; Late Iron Age IIC (ca. 650-550 B.C.E.). Field no. 24/10. 
COLLECTION: Jerusalem, ID AM 58-622. 

6 ITEM: Scarab, the periphery of the longitudinal hole slightly abraded at each 
end, rim damaged; sunk relief; white steatite, remains of ochre glaze; 14.25 x 
10.7 x 6.9 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: an ichneumon with head uplifted below 
a solar disk and a iwn-column (see below no. 17 [Achziv]). Before resorting to a 
cryptographic reading as "Amun" (Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel p. 176) 
one might reflect on the meaning of the scarab as such, and thus (1) take account 
of an "ichneumon of Re c " (or an ichneumon as the "image of Re c ", cf. Daressy, 
ASAE 18 [1918] p. 132); (2) the fact that the iwn -column is used to write 
Heliopolis, Re c ’s own city, and (3) Atom’s occasional identity as an ichneumon 
(Sethe, ZAS 63 [1928] pp. 50-53) could indicate that the design should be inter¬ 
preted as "Re c -Atum of Heliopolis" or something similar. 

PARALLELS: No. 17 below (Achziv). Petrie, Tanis I pi. 12:2. Id., Tanis II pi. 
8:47 and 48. Id., SCN pi. 54:25.L.9. Gjerstad, Swedish Cyprus Expedition II pi. 
246:2252. Matouk, Corpus II p. 389 nos. 844-849. Petrie, BP I pi. 48:568. 
Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel nos. 47 and 573 (with literature for the 
variations with the /ni^-feather in place of the iwn -column which could also be 
read als "M3 c t of Re c -Atum" or similarly. The goddess M3 c t was considered to 
be the daughter of Re c . Homung/Staehelin assume that both variations represen¬ 
ted cryptographic writings of the name "Amun". Another alternative would be to 
read these as Nb-m3 c t-R c t where the ichneumon would assume the phonetic va¬ 
lue n, as according to the hypothetical cryptographic reading. This is however 
improbable in this epoch.) See also Brunner-Traut, Spitzmaus und Ichneumon, 
passim . 

DATE: Dyn. XXVI (664-525). 

PROVENANCE: Minet Achziv, Southern Cemetery, locus/tomb 24, cremation 
burial; Late Iron Age IIC (650-550). Field no. 24/58. 

COLLECTION: Jerusalem, IDAM 58-629. 
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7 ITEM: Scarab, linear engraving, hatching (?); white steatite; 11x8x5 mm. 
DECORATION: A nfr -sign is situated between two S-spiral ornaments above 
and below it, while flanked by two rather unconventional signs which may deri- 
vate from stylized winged sun-disks with uraei. 

PARALLELS: Giveon/Kertesz, Acco nos. 14-15. Kition no. 1037 (600-450 
B.C.E.). Hall, Catalogue no. 2180. Newberry, CG pi. 4:36190. 

DATE: End of Dyn. XIX - beginning of Dyn. XXU (ca. 1200-900 B.C.E.). 
PROVENANCE: Minet Achziv, Southern Cemetery, inside the chamber of 
tomb 606; Iron Age I - II A (1150-900 B.C.E.). Field no. 606/107. 
COLLECTION: Jerusalem, ID AM. 

8 ITEM: Scarab, apparently broken and glued; partly linear engraving, partly sunk 
relief with hatching; white steatite; 16 x 11.7 x 7.4 mm. 

DECORATION: Two interlocking S-spirals flanked by two symmetrical 
"chains"; each of these is composed of two tear-drop figures, separated from each 
other by small disks, with two others ornamenting the pointed distal ends of 
each. 

PARALLELS: Petrie, AG IV pi. 5:114. Gjerstad, Swedish Cyprus Expedition 
Hip. 598 and pi. 204:23c. 

DATE: End of Dyn. XIX - beginning of Dyn. XXH (ca. 1200-900 B.C.E.). 
PROVENANCE: Minet Achziv, Southern Cemetery, inside the chamber of 
tomb 606; Iron Age I - D A (1150-900 B.C.E.). Field No. 606/108. 
COLLECTION: Jerusalem, ID AM (?). 

9 ITEM: Scarab, right side of head partially damaged; sunk relief, cross strokes; 
yellow-white steatite, on a silver ring, to which a tube segment has been sol¬ 
dered; this may have been intended for suspension on a string; 15.7 x 11.3 x 7.8 
mm. 

DECORATION: Within a single-line border, i.e. not a cartouche: two leopard 
heads, below two solar disks, and above a nfr-sign. Although one of the solar 
disks would thus be rendered superfluous, it does not seem inappropriate to read 
the name Nb-pbtj-R c t i.e. Ahmose I (1540-1525 B.C.E.), the founder of Dyn. 

xvm. 

PARALLELS: Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel p. 56, fig. 7. Jaeger, Scara- 
bees Menkhdperre pp. 137.254.255. 

DATE: Dyn. XVIII (ca. 1540-1295 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Minet Achziv, Southern Cemetery, inside the chamber of 
tomb 606; Iron Age I - IIA (1150-900 B.C.E.). 

COLLECTION: Jerusalem, ID AM 58-624. 

10 ITEM: Scarab, sunk relief and linear engraving, hatching; white steatite; 13.9 x 
9.5 x 6.3 mm. 

DECORATION: A double cross pattern with a crossed spiral woven into a roset¬ 
te. Above and below are nwb- signs. 
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PARALLELS: Design Class 5. Petrie, BP I pis. 12:168 and 43:502. Newberry, 
Timins Collection pi. 17:35. 

DATE: End of Dyn. XDC - Dyn. XX (ca. 1200-1075 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Cemetery on the eastern slope of the tell, cist tomb 1009; Iron 
Age I (1150-1000 B.C.E.). Field no. 1009/28 (resp. 1009/6324). 

COLLECTION: Rome, Istituto del Vicino Oriente. 

11 ITEM: Scarab, rim damaged; sunk relief, some scratched hatching; camelian; 
11.8 x 8.9 x 6.3 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally divided into two registers. The upper register con¬ 
tains a nb- sign, below which are the walking legs, with a t and a p-shaped sign, 
as well as a second t or a second nb . In the lower register one can read ip, with 
an enigmatic sign behind it. The upper half could read nmt.t nb.t "(My) every 
stride" (on the assumption that the p is actually a thickened determinative stro¬ 
ke). The horizontal line may be read as n. In several parallels the lower register 
refers to Kamak (ip.t sw.t) or Amun, the whole meaning "My every stride 
belongs to Amun/Kamak", according to Drioton, Pages d'Egyptologie p. 126 
no. 3. This item shows only ip.t in the lower register, the whole thus meaning 
"(My) every stride belongs to the harem (of Amun, i.e. Luxor)". No border line. 
In the upper register the p-shaped stroke is somewhat disconcerting, when com¬ 
pared to the p in the lower register. It is remarkable that such an inept in¬ 
scription was engraved in such a valuable material and it is not insignificant that 
camelian was in fact almost never etched in Egypt. This is most probably an 
imitation inscription on an anepigraphic scarab exported from Egypt. 
PARALLELS: Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 166-167 no. 2. Homung/ 
Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. 749. Newberry, Scarabs pi. 39:2-3. Id., Timins 
Collection pi. 12:5-6. Petrie, Gerar pi. 17:29. Cf. Jaeger, Scarab6es Menkh6per- 
re p. 65 § 264. 

DATE: Iron Age I - IIA (1150-900 B.C. E.), although the scarab itself may date 
to an earlier period. 

PROVENANCE: Cemetery on the eastern slope of the tell, cist tomb 1009; Iron 
Age I (1150-1000 B.C.E.). Field No. 1009/31. 

COLLECTION: Jerusalem, ID AM. 

12 ITEM: Scarab, linear engraving; white steatite; 12.5 x 9 x 5.5 mm. 
DECORATION: A human figure, clad in a short kilt and a tight fitting shirt, 
whose arms hang relaxed at his sides, is shown with the head in profile, but the 
torso (at least) in front view, flanked by schematic signs, with another between 
his legs. The headdress (with homed helmet?) might be taken to resemble the 
one characteristic of the Philistines or the "Peoples of the Sea" as shown in the 
reliefs at Medinet Habu. However, the decoration might equally represent Onuris 
who has four vertical feathers in his headdress. The appendage on the chin is 
probably intended to be a short beard. It is possible that the objects depicted or 
the left are an (unstrung?) composite bow and a curved fipj-sword. The objec 
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between the wanior's legs could be an uraeus, while the sign on the right defies 
interpretation. 

PARALLELS: For the Philistine headdress see Galling, Ugaritica VI pp. 247- 
265, and Schachermeyr, ibid. pp. 451-459. The back shows a certain affinity to 
Petrie, SCN no. 19.2.35, pi. 39:35 = pi. 70:83. Of. Jaeger, Scarab6es Men- 
kh6perre, pp. 185-187. 

DATE: Dyn. XIX-XX (ca. 1295-1070 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Cemetery on the eastern slope of the tell, cist tomb; Iron Age 
I (1150-1000 B.C.E.). Field no. X/1963. 

COLLECTION: Jerusalem, EDAM. 

13 ITEM: Scaraboid, severely abraded; sunk relief; yellow steatite, traces of white 
glaze; 14.8 x 10.9 x 5.8 mm. 

DECORATION: A almond-like design within which are three pointed ovals di¬ 
vides the design horizontally into two essentially symmetrical halves. Above and 
below are vertical mace-like figures framed by parallel lines, with three parallel 
lines perpendicular to each of these latter lines in the remaining spaces on the 
sides. 

PARALLELS: Holbl (SAK 7 [1979] p. 102 n. 38; id., Altitalien H p. 184 no. 
764) traces the origin of this device back to Mn-ftpr-R 0 in an oval flanked by 
wdft-eyes (cf. Starkey/Harding, BP II pi. 73:37. Matthiae Scandone, Scarabei di 
Cagliari no. I 1 = Holbl, Sardinien I p. 177; II pi. 103:1. Vercoutter, Objets 
6gyptiens no. 319). 

DATE: Dyn. XX (1190-1075 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Gesher Achziv (er-Ras), Eastern Cemetery, tomb 4012; end of 
Iron Age I - end of Iron Age II (ca. 1050-650 B.C.E.). Field no. 4012/17A (resp. 
4012/631). 

COLLECTION: Jerusalem, EDAM. 

14 ITEM: Fragment of a plaque (?); sunk relief; 8x5x2 mm. 

DECORATION: Assyrian-type winged disk (?) with appendages; cf. Mayer-Opfi- 
cius, UF 16 (1984) pp. 189-236. Despite the fragmentary state of preservation of 
this piece, the form and arrangement of the feathers does make it reasonably clear 
that the protruding rectangle and the linear appendages should not be interpreted 
as tail feathers and legs nor the vertical line as neck. An interpretation of the 
decoration as Nekhbet (cf. Matouk, Corpus II p. 347 nos. 391-392) has to be 
excluded for the same reason. No border line visible. 

DATE: First half of 1 st millennium B.C.E. 

PROVENANCE: Gesher Achziv (er-Ras), Eastern Cemetery, tomb 4012; end of 
Iron Age I - end of Iron Age II (ca. 1050-650 B.C.E.). Field no. 4012/17B. 
COLLECTION: Rome, Istituto del Vicino Oriente. 

15 ITEM: Scarab; shallow sunk relief; yellow steatite; 8.3 x 6.1 x 4.1 mm. 
DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: the sign frs t the goddess M3 c t (with an 
c n\} on her lap) and the scholar disk R c t meaning perhaps, "Praised is the M3 c t 
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of Re c ". The emphasis on M3 c t and the solar deity is frequent on scarabs, as the 
goddess M3 c t was regarded as being the daughter of the Sun-God Re c . 
PARALLELS: The location of the solar disk (R°) at the end remains somewhat 
remarkable, but not without a parallel: Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel nos. 
407 and B 19. Vodoz, Genfcve no. 63. 

DATE: Dyn. XVIH (ca. 1540-1295 B.C.E.) or Dyn. XXV-XXVI (ca. 780-525 
B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Gesher Achziv (er-Ras), Eastern Cemetery, tomb 4012; end of 
Iron Age I - end of Iron Age IIC (ca. 1050-650 B.C.E.). Field no. 4012/17C. 
COLLECTION: Jerusalem, ID AM. 

16 ITEM: Scarab, battered, head and base partly damaged; broad linear engraving, 
crude; steatite (?); 18.3 x 14 x 9.1 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a centrally placed stylized "sacred tree" 
flanked by two quadrupeds, doubtless simplified winged griffins, each of them 
touching the tree with the mouth and a single outstretched paw. The parallels 
show a remarkable development with rather inept forms - derived from Mycenaen 
parallels? - in the second half of LB II but fine versions well dated to the early 
Iron Age, indicating that this particular type experienced an artistic revival rather 
than a degradation in the course of the early Iron Age. 

PARALLELS: Murray, Excavations in Cyprus pp. 99-100 and fig. 147:41. Vol- 
lenweider, Genfcve no. 181. Wainwright, Balabish pi. 24:20. Loud, Megiddo I 
pi. 67:45 (middle register). This is a typical motif in Cypriote and Phoenician 
art of the early Iron Age: cf., e.g., Markoe, Bowls nos. Cy 1, 4 and 8. 

DATE: Middle of Iron Age H C (ca. 750-650 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Gesher Achziv (er-Ras), Eastern Cemetery, tomb 4012; end of 
Iron Age I - end of Iron Age IIC (1050-650 B.C.E.). 

COLLECTION: Jerusalem, ID AM 63-950. 

17 ITEM: Scarab, part of the head broken, base rim slightly battered; sunk relief; 
paste (?); 11.9 x 8.6 x 5.5 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: an ichneumon beneath a solar disk (R 0 ) 
and a iwn-column, meaning "Re c -Atum of Heliopolis", or "Amun", crypto¬ 
graphically written. 

PARALLELS: See above no. 6 (Achziv). 

DATE: Dyn. XXVI (664-525 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Minet Achziv, Southern Cemetery; exact provenance not spe¬ 
cified. 

COLLECTION: Jerusalem, ID AM. 

18 ITEM: Seal impression, fragmentary; clay; 10 x *6.3 mm. 

DECORATION: The prenomen Wsr-m3 c t(l)-R c and the usual epithet stp-<n>- 
R c of Ramesses II (1279-1213 B.C.E.); the feather on the goddess’s head seems 
to be missing. 

PARALLELS: Petrie, SCN pi. 41:19.3.56-59. 
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DATE: Probably Dyn. XIX, reign of Ramesses IT (1279-1213 B.C.E.). 
PROVENANCE: Achziv (?). 

COLLECTION: Jerusalem, ID AM. 

The following scarabs are also apparently from Achziv, but not from excavated mate¬ 
rial. No. 19 was found in 1959 by Mr. Moshe Dubovni of Kibbutz Hanita on the sur¬ 
face of the coast in the neighbourhood of Achziv. The others form a part of the private 
collection of Mr. Justus Meyer of Nahariya, who has generously placed them at our dis¬ 
posal. 

19 ITEM: Scarab, faint traces of prothorax and wing-cases visible, head and clypeus 
indicated, legs deeply cut open; sunk relief with hatching and cross hatching; 
white bone, traces of white glaze on the back, copper oxide visible on the top 
hole; 16 x 11.5 x 7 mm. 

DECORATION: A sphinx whose human head is adorned with Pharaoh's double 
crown rears with its pair of double wings spread and its forepaws before it. It 
would appear to be wearing an elaborate pectoral or, more likely, a scaled cor¬ 
selet mail tunic. The pedestal upon which it stands is a nb-sign. Between its 
raised tail and a wing is a strange sign, like a mn or an n. A solar disk above a 
mn (or both signs to be taken as would appear to flank each side of the 
crown, above which might be a 3n-ring. 

PARALLELS: Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. B 24. Vollenweider, Ge- 
nfcve no. 159. Two cases of jfim-signs with solar disks are to be found in Vodoz, 
Geneve nos. 61 and D 443. It is possible that the horizon-sign 3f)t lies behind 
this. 

DATE: Dyn. XX - mid-Dyn. XXII (ca. 1150-800 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Found on the surface of the coast in the neighbourhood of 
Achziv. 

COLLECTION: 

20 ITEM: Scarab, base slightly damaged on upper left side; sunk relief, hatching; 
steatite; ca. 14 x 10 x 6 mm. 

DECORATION: An unidentifiable creature but probably a deformed falcon, who¬ 
se spread wings protect the name Mn-\)pr-R c , prenomen of Tuthmosis HI (1479- 
1426 B.C.E.), enclosed within a cartouche; above this an c 3-pillar, alongside 
which a nfr-sign, turned upside down, is probably to be understood, meaning 
"the great god". Below there is a nb-sign. 

PARALLELS: Cf. Jaeger, Sc arables Menkh6perre pp. 159-160. Bruyere, Deir 
el-M6dineh 15, p. 70, fig. 34:f. 5 (= Jaeger, op. cit. pp. 125 ill. 306 and 160 ill. 
451). Hayes, Scepter of Egypt II p. 77 fig. 41 (upper left). Petrie, SCN pi. 53: 
25.C.10. Vodoz, Geneve no. 22. 

DATE: Dyn. XIX-XX (1292-1075 B.C.E.) or later. 

PROVENANCE: Achziv (?). 

COLLECTION: Nahariya, Justus Meyer. 
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21 ITEM: Scarab; sunk relief, hatching and cross hatching; steatite; 14.8 x 11 x 6.5 
mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a lying bearded sphinx with a blue 
crown with uraeus, beneath a protective winged uraeus. Before the sphinx is a 
nXr-sign. 

PARALLELS: With double crown and M3 c t in front: Giveon, Scarabs British 
Museum, pp. 32-35 nos. 34-35, pp. 42-43 nos. 61-62; with c nf} in front: ibid., 
pp. 172-173 no. 4. 

DATE: Dyn. XIX-XX (ca. 1292-1075 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Achziv (?). 

COLLECTION: Nahariya, Justus Meyer. 

22 ITEM: Scarab, rim damaged; sunk relief; steatite; 16 x 11 x 6 mm. 
DECORATION: The Egyptian god Bes with feather-crown and lion-tail, holding 
two prisoners. Below them is a nb-sign; flanking the feather-crown are two a- 
morphous shapes, perhaps more prisoners. 

PARALLELS: Jaeger, Scarabdes MenkhdperrS p. 214 §§ 1399-1402. 

DATE: Dyn. XIX-XX (ca. 1292-1075 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Achziv (?). 

COLLECTION: Nahariya, Justus Meyer. 

23 ITEM: Scarab, sunk relief; steatite; 11 x 8 x 4,5 mm. 

DECORATION: A standing or striding, probably falcon-headed anthropoid figure 
whose relaxed arms are extended at his sides; in front of him an undistinguished 
shape, probably a badly drawn i-reed. No border line. 

PARALLELS: Petrie, BP I pis. 31:315; 33:364; 35:392; 43:504 and 532. 
DATE: Dyn. XIX-XX (ca. 1292-1075 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Achziv (?). 

COLLECTION: Nahariya, Justus Meyer. 

24 ITEM: Scarab, slightly damaged at top of base; sunk relief; steatite; 12.5 x 9 x 6 
mm. 

DECORATION: A nfr -sign between two mi c /-feathers, with a nb-sign below. A 
cryptographic writing of the divine name Imn "Amun" may be intended (cf. Jae¬ 
ger, Scarab6es Menkh6perre p. 294 n. 218). 

PARALLELS: Petrie, BP I pi. 40:473. Id., Naukratis I pi. 37:109. Holbl, Sardi- 
nien II pis. 124:3 and 132:1. 

DATE: Dyn. XXVI (664-525 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Achziv (?). 

COLLECTION: Nahariya, Justus Meyer. 

25 ITEM: Scarab, edges slightly battered; sunk relief, scratched hatching; steatite; 
17 x 12.6 x 6.5 mm. 

DECORATION: Below a creature which could be a donkey with the head and 
squared ears of the Seth-animal, with whom the former was frequently identified. 
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While this creature was clearly meant to be depicted in motion, the execution 
was not equal to the task, with the result that the legs shown would have been 
insufficient for balance, let alone movement. Above are a Red Crown, an owl 
(m) and two horizontal strokes beneath the owl (perhaps intended to signify ’’the 
two lands"?). The upper signs could make reference to Amun (cf. Homung/ 
Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. 749). 

DATE: Probably Dyn. XXH-XXV (ca. 944-656 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Achziv (?). 

COLLECTION: Nahariya, Justus Meyer. 

26 ITEM: Scarab, battered; sunk relief; steatite; 16 x 12 x 6 mm. 

DECORATION: On the left: a solar disk ( R 0 above a mn, and n/r c nf) ("the 
living god"). On the right is probably a badly executed falcon turned right and 
wearing a Red Crown. The base is formed by a nb- sign. 

DATE: Probably Dyn. XXB-XXV (ca. 944-656 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Achziv (?). 

COLLECTION: Nahariya, Justus Meyer. 

27 ITEM: Scarab, damaged; linear engraving, hatching; steatite; *13.5 x 10 x 7.9 
mm. 

DECORATION: A diphylous rosette divides the base into two symmetrical hal¬ 
ves, each consisting of an S-spiral flanked by two irregular shapes, as of two tear 
drops still united. 

DATE: End of Dyn. XIX - beginning of Dyn. XXII (ca. 1200-900 B.C.E.). 
PROVENANCE: Achziv (?). 

COLLECTION: Nahariya, Justus Meyer. 

28 ITEM: A seal in the form of a lion couchant, base severely abraded; sunk relief; 
fayence; 14 x 10 x 9 mm. 

DECORATION: A striding lion before whom is a single stroke, probably deri¬ 
ved from an i-reed. No border line. 

PARALLELS: Lamon/Shipton, Megiddo I pi. 69:59. Below nos. 69 and 74 
(Jerishe). 

DATE: End of Dyn. XIX - beginning of Dyn. XXII (ca. 1200-900 B.C.E.). 
PROVENANCE: Achziv (?). 

COLLECTION: Nahariya, Justus Meyer. 
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Tel Aphek 


W. F. Albright's survey (1923) and the excavations conducted by J. Ory in 1935-36 
established that the stratigraphy of Tel Aphek (arabic Ras el- c Ain) reached from the 
early third millennium into the first. Prof. M. Kochavi of the Institute of Archaeology, 
Tel Aviv University, started a new excavation at the site in the 1970's, which lead to 
the discovery of a palace of MB I date and confirmed that the tell was a significant 
centre throughout the second millennium B.C.E. The quality and variety of the scarabs 
which we are able to present here thanks to the generosity of Prof. Kochavi can only 
reinforce this point, giving a representative selection of designs typical of the various 
periods of the second millennium. 

29 ITEM: Scarab, B6/0/d8, rim and one side damaged; linear engraving; steatite; 13 
x 8 x 5 mm. 

DECORATION: Within a border of oblong interlocking spirals: anra-type group 
of hieroglyphic signs Q} c t a figure-eight loop, mn, c and n). The group is with¬ 
out any apparent meaning. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 3C, 7A2a. Petrie, BP I pi. 7:51-52. Tufnell, La- 
chish IV pi. 30/31:23. 

DATE: Dyn. XM-XV (ca. 1750-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area G, built tomb, locus 1200; LB IIB (1300-1150 B.C.E.). 
Field no. 12039/80. 

COLLECTION: On exposition in the Petal) Tiqvah Museum. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Kochavi, Aphek-Antipatris, unnumbered plate (p. 29/20). 

30 ITEM: Scarab, B4?/0/el0; linear engraving, partially hatched; steatite; 16 x 11 x 
7 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a striding ibex, with two space-filling 
elements: in front a debased uraeus turned upward, behind the horns another urae- 
us turned outward. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 9B. Petrie, AG I pi. 14:86. Id., BP I pi. 12:144. 
Id., Hyksos and Israelite Cities pi. 6:5. Id., AG V pi. 10:116-118 and pi. 42. Gi- 
veon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 56-57 no. 1 and pp. 84-85 no. 70. Homung/ 
Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel nos. B 52 and D 22. 

DATE: Dyn. XHI-XV (ca. 1750-1550 B.C.E.) or later. 

PROVENANCE: Area G, built tomb, locus 1200; LB II B (1300-1150 B.C.E.). 
Field no. 12058/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Kochavi, Aphek-Antipatris, unnumbered plate (p. 29/20). 
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31 ITEM: Scarab; sunk relief, very deep, partially hatched; steatite; 18 x 13 x 4 
mm. 

DECORATION: An anthropomorphic falcon headed figure with a solar disk abo¬ 
ve its head (probably the Sun-god, Re c -Harakhte) extends the left hand, holding a 
wis-sceptre, before which is a m3 c f-feather. Beneath this scene is a n^-sign. 
PARALLELS: Matouk, Corpus II p. 376:155. Petrie, Hyksos and Israelite Ci¬ 
ties pi. 11:228. Id., BP I pi. 43:504 and 532. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum 
pp. 46-47 no. 69. 

DATE: Dyn. XIX - early Dyn. XX (ca. 1292-1150 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area G, built tomb, locus 1200; LB IIB (1300-1150 B.C.E.). 
Field no. 12066/80. 

COLLECTION: Petal) Tiqvah Museum. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Kochavi, Aphek-Antipatris, unnumbered plate (p. 29/20). 

32 ITEM: Scarab, D5/0/?, rim slightly damaged; linear engraving; steatite; 22 x 
16.5 x mm. 

DECORATION: A convoluted crossed coiled pattern, with two cross bars above 
and below. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 6B2a. Kenyon, Jericho II fig. 290:12. 

DATE: Dyn. XH-XV (ca. 1950-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area D, locus 2503, level 8.30; late Roman (2 nd -3 rd cent. 
C.E.). Field no. 25022/70. 

COLLECTION: Unknown; illicitly removed from the Petal) Tiqvah Museum. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giveon, BSFE 81 (1978) pp. 7-8, fig. 2 (not from Lachish!). 

33 ITEM: Scarab, D9/0/?; linear engraving; steatite; 18 x 12.5 x mm. 
DECORATION: Within a rope border, three separate, axially aligned and tangen¬ 
tially touching concentric cirles; flanked by an /-reed, and (probably) a twig. 
PARALLELS: Design Classes 4E2, 7, 8A. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area D, locus 716, pit with mixed material; MB to Iron Age 
(2000-587 B.C.E.). Field no. 7148/70. 

COLLECTION: Unknown; illicitly removed from the Petal) Tiqvah Museum. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giveon, BSFE 81 (1978) pp. 7-8, fig. 3 (not from Lachish!). 

34 ITEM: Scarab, A4/0/?; linear engraving; steatite; 17 x 12 x mm. 
DECORATION: An involved design with short C-spiral units anranged parallel 
and perpendicular to one another, providing the illusion of a peltate pattern. 
PARALLELS: Design Class 2B2. Kenyon, Jericho II fig. 291:3. Petrie, AG IV 
pi. 7:228. Rowe, Catalogue no. 192 (Jericho). Newberry, Timins Collection pi. 
18:28. 

DATE: Dyn. XD-Xm (ca. 1950-1650 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 2731, stratum X-12; LB II B (1300-1150 
B.C.E.). Field no. 27598/70. 
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COLLECTION: Unknown; illicitly removed from the Petal) Tiqvah Museum. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giveon, BSFE 81 (1978) pp. 7-8, fig. 4 (not from Lachish!). 

35 ITEM: Scarab with metal ring, D6/0/?; linear engraving, partially hatched; stea¬ 
tite; 20 x 14.3 x mm. 

DECORATION: A floral pattern with crossed scrolls leaving a diphylous rosette 
and two separate symmetrical petals (l./r.), above which is a papyrus plant with 
three blossoms. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 5 and 1E3. 

DATE: Dyn. XIH-XV (ca. 1750-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area D, locus 703, level 6.68 (surface find). Field no. 7031/ 
70. 

COLLECTION: Unknown; illicitly removed from the Petab Tiqvah Museum. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giveon, BSFE 81 (1978) pp. 7 and 9, fig. 5 (not from La¬ 
chish!). 

36 ITEM: Scarab with bronze ring, D5/dec./?; linear engraving; steatite (?); 27 x 20 
x mm. 

DECORATION: A central pillar with base, capital and cross bar, between two 
symmetrical rows of each four concentric circles; each two central circles adjacent 
to the cross bar are united by arches. The back is decorated with a simple lotus 
flower on a curved, twig-like stalk. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 4B2. Kenyon, Jericho I fig. 285:4. Back: Tufnell, 
Lachish IV pi. 32:122. 

DATE: Dyn. XH-XM (ca. 1950-1650 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 2105 (pit with mixed material), level 11.15, 
stratum A-9/10; MB II to LB (1750-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 2115/80. 
COLLECTION: Unknown; illicitly removed from the Petab Tiqvah Museum. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giveon, BSFE 81 (1978) pp. 7 and 9, fig. 6 (not from La¬ 
chish!). 

37 ITEM: Scarab, Dl/?/d9, longitudinally fractured, half lost; linear engraving; stea¬ 
tite; 22 x *8 x 10 mm. 

DECORATION: One half of an inscription with title and name is preserved: 
im{y-r] pr ("steward") is clear. Below this is a man beside a partially preserved 
sign, beneath which stand an n and a r-sign. One suggestion is that the name 
should be read Nr-[ib] (cf. Ranke, PN1206,19). 

PARALLELS: Design Class 11C. 

DATE: Dyn. XH (ca. 1950-1750). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 2130, stratum A-13; MB II A (ca. 2000-175( 
B.C.E.). Field no. 21252/70. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giveon, BSFE 81 (1978) pp. 15-16, fig. 13. 
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38 ITEM: Scarab, A5/II/d5; linear engraving, fine, with hatching; steatite (?), glazed 
white; 13.7 x 10 x 6 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: Two ibexes couchant, tete-beche, form 
the central composition; they are flanked by two additional t§te-beche creatures, 
the identity of which is uncertain (perhaps open-mouthed hippopotami). The 
ibex-homs are inverted. The design is typical of those expected in the early years 
of scarab manufacture, when tete-beche and geometric motifs were common. Sca¬ 
rabs of this period are not however particularly numerous. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 9B. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 118-119 
no. 25. 

DATE: Dyn. XII (ca. 1950-1750 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 547, level 10.50, stratum A-14; MB II A 
(2000-1750 B.C.E.). Field no. 4769/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giveon, BSFE 81 (1978) pp. 15-16, fig. 14. 

39 ITEM: Two impressions of an oval seal with linear engraving; clay; 18 x 12 
mm. 

DECORATION: A rounded bar (reminiscent of the /3-sign) divides the seal hori¬ 
zontally into two registers: above, a Red Crown on a nb is flanked by two bm; 
below, a id, also on a nb, is flanked by two nfr. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 3. Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 37/38:252. 

DATE: Dyn. XII (ca. 1950-1750 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 1355 (fill with mixed material), stratum A-8; 
MB to Iron Age (2000-587 B.C.E.). Field no. 11064/1. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giveon, BSFE 81 (1978) pp. 15-16, fig. 15. 

40 ITEM: Scarab; partially linear engraving, partially sunk relief; material un¬ 
known; 17 x 12.5 x mm. 

DECORATION: The name R c -mss , nomen of the Ramesside Pharaohs of Dyn. 
XIX and XX, flanked by two m3 c /-feathers. The name is not enclosed in a car¬ 
touche. 

PARALLELS: Hall, Catalogue no. 2438. Petrie, BP II pi. 50:90 and 105. Cf. 
id., SCN pi. 38:19.1.8. Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel nos. 276.397.B 71. 
It is curious that Jaeger, Scarab6es Menkh6perre, does not specifically deal with 
paired "plumes d'autruche" or "plumes de maat". His examples (ills. 166.180. 
214.236.243.270.286.310.318.322.343.364.368.376.477.590.594.656) show 
that this arrangement is primarily typical of Dyn. XVIII with only some rare 
examples of later date. Our piece confirms the chronological setting in Dyn 
XVm and early XIX. 

DATE: Early Dyn. XIX, first half of 13 th century B.C.E. The fact that the usua 
Ramesside epithets (as, e.g., stp-n-R c , mry-lmn, 4^3-/wnw) are not presen 
indicates that it belongs either to the reign of Ramesses I (1295-1293 B.C.E.) o 
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- less probably - to the early years of his grandson, Ramesses II (1279-1213 

B. C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 4018 (pit), level 5.51, stratum X-10; Iron Age I 
(ca. 1150-1000). Field no. 39284/60. 

COLLECTION: Unknown; illicitly removed from the Petah Tiqvah Museum. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giveon, BSFE 81 (1978) pp. 15-16, fig. 16a-b. 

41 ITEM: Scarab, B4/0/e6; linear engraving; steatite, glazed white; 15.4 x 11.8 x 7 
mm. 

DECORATION: Four horizontal w3d (signifying freshness or a flourishing con¬ 
dition, in this case representing a wish) between two symmetrically arranged de¬ 
corative groups consisting of three concentric circles joined by arches. 
PARALLELS: Design Class 4B2. Tufhell, Lachish IV pi. 30/31:10. 

DATE: Dyn. XH - early Dyn. XHI (ca. 1950-1750 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 74 (non-stratified pit with mixed material), level 
14.18; MB - LB (2000-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 360/1. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

42 ITEM: Scarab, C7/0/d5, part of border damaged; sunk relief, deep, cross hatch¬ 
ing; steatite (?), glazed white; 22.4 x 15.8 x 9.2 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a male human, falconheaded figure in 
profile, kneeling above a crocodile and between two uraei turned inward; the 
figure is clad in a tight kilt and holding a bent wJs-scepter. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 9C, 9D, lOClb. Kenyon, Jericho II figs. 288:15 
and 299:25. Vodoz, Genfcve nos. 36-37. Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. 
897. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area D, locus 2500, level 10.85; late Roman (2 nd -3 rd cent. 

C. E.). Field no. 2500/70. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

43 ITEM: Scarab, D3/0/e9, border slightly damaged; linear engraving, firm; steatite 
(?), glazed white; 17.5 x 12 x 7.5 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: the symbols for nsw bity , "King of 
Upper and Lower Egypt”, stand above a nwb t the whole being flanked by an c nf) 
and a nfr. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 3B2, 3B6. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 
112-113 no. 6. Petrie, BP I pi. 10:80. Id., AG IV pi. 7:193. Id., AG V pi. 9:75. 
Matouk, Corpus II p. 412 no. 2409. Tufnell, Lachish IV pis. 30/31:65 and 
32/33:79. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 1352 (fill with mixed material), level 10.55, 
stratum A-8; MB to Iron Age (2000-587 B.C.E.). Field no. 11258/80. 
COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 
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44 ITEM: Scarab, D8/0/el0, border slightly abraded; linear engraving; fine grey 
steatite, glazed white; 16.5 x 11 x 6.1 mm. 

DECORATION: A nude female figure, the Syrian "naked goddess", standing en 
face, with arms at sides, and head in profile; the pubic area is represented as a lar¬ 
ge leaf. The series of oblique strokes on both sides of the figure may indicate 
twigs (or a giant leaf), between (resp. in front of) which the goddess appears. 
PARALLELS: Design Class IB, 10D1. Petrie, BP I pi. 10:103. Id., BP II pi. 
73:12. Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 30/31:47. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 
114-115 no. 16. Keel, Tell Keisan p. 273, fig. 84. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 1384, stratum A-ll; MB II B (1750-1550 
B.C.E.). Field no. 11351/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

45 ITEM: Scarab, B2/D/el 1, slightly burnt (?); linear engraving, with slight hatch¬ 
ing; grey steatite; 13.4 x 9.7 x 5.8 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: an ibex couchant between two twigs, an 
upright one before him, an oblique one above his hind quarters. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 9B. Petrie, BP I pi. 10:92. Id., AG V pi. 10:118. 
Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 84-85 no. 69 and pp. 116-117 no. 21. 
Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. D 23. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1600-1550 B.C.E). The humeral callosity on the 
back of the scarab indicates a date at the close of this period (cf. Ward, StSc I pp. 
80-83). 

PROVENANCE: Area C, locus 1663; Hellenistic - Roman period (332 B.C.E. - 
2 nd century C.E.). Field no. 13286/70. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

46 ITEM: Scarab, head and clypeus partially lost; sunk relief with partial cross 
hatching; steatite; 13 x 9 x 4 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: the divine name Imn-R c (with two deter¬ 
minative strokes on the right of the solar disk), to the left of which is an upend¬ 
ed nb. 

PARALLELS: Tufnell, Lachish IV pis. 37/38:273 and 39/40:373-374. 

DATE: Mid-Dyn. XVHI - early Dyn. XX (ca. 1400-1150 B.C.E.). 
PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 2959, level 5.13, stratum X-12; LB IIB (1300- 
1150). Field no. 37004/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

47 ITEM: Scarab, Bl/H/d5, border abraded; sunk relief, hatching and cross hatching; 
steatite (?), glazed white; 19.7 x 13.9 x 7.7 mm. 

DECORATION: A human figure with a peculiar headdress and large triangular 
kilt holding an enormous blossom (papyrus or flower) stands atop a nb; to the 
right a lying crocodile. 
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PARALLELS: Design Class 9D and 10. Petrie, BP II pi. 44:70. Kenyon, Jeri¬ 
cho II fig. 303:15. 

DATE: Dyn. XH - early Dyn. XDI (ca. 1950-1750 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 1732, stratum X-12; LB II B (1300-1150 
B.C.E.). Field no. 37212/50. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

48 ITEM: Scarab, head and back very rudimentary; linear engraving (deep?); fayence; 
14 x 11x6 mm. 

DECORATION: A kind of Maltese cross with a ’diamond’ in the centre. 
PARALLELS: Anthes, Mit Rahineh p. 56 and pi. 33:326-328. The Maltese 
cross seems to have rare antecedants on ancient seals from Crete (cf,. e.g., Matz, 
CMS I no. 438), Anatolia (cf., e.g., Alp, Karahuyuk pp. 259-261:378.379.389), 
and Kassite Babylonia (cf., e.g., Vollenweider, Gen&ve no. 58) before becoming 
a common ornamental design in the Western Mediterranean at the very close of 
LB II, when frequently used on contemporary pottery (cf., e.g., Amiran, Pottery 
pis. 90:12 and 93:3). 

DATE: End of LB IIB - Iron Age IIA (ca. 1200-900 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 1732, level 5.75, stratum X-12; LB IIB (1300- 
1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 37248/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

49 ITEM: Cowroid; sunk relief; steatite; 19 x 11 x 6 mm. 

DECORATION: The prenomen Nb-m3 c t-R c t i.e. Amenhotep III (1391-1353 
B.C.E.); the goddess is holding an c nb on her lap. The royal name is not in a 
cartouche. 

PARALLELS: Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. 349. 

DATE: Second half of Dyn. XVHI (14 th cent. B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 6024 (pit), stratum X-2; early Arabic Period 
(690-1099 C.E.). Field no. 43303/70. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

50 ITEM: Scarab, longitudinally fractured, one half lost; sunk relief; fayence (?), 
glazed turquoise; 35.7 x 13.5 x 15.2 mm. 

DECORATION: The prenomen [ N]b-[m3] c t-[R c ], i.e. Amenhotep III (1390- 
1353 B.C.E.); the goddess is holding an c nb on her lap. The royal name is not 
in a cartouche. 

PARALLELS: Tufhell, Lachish IV pi. 37/38:292. 

DATE: Second half of Dyn. XVHI (14 th cent. B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 6038 (wall foundation), stratum X-2; early 
Arabic Period (690-1099 C.E.). Field no. 43333/70. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 
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51 ITEM: Scarab, D6/0/d5, slightly damaged; linear engraving, partially hatched; 
steatite; 16 x 13 x 8 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a double Z-spiral is framed by two sym¬ 
metrical plants on nb , each having an upright stalk inside and a bent and bound 
one outside. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 2A, 3A2. Petrie, AG II pi. 8:152. Id., BP I pi. 
12:131. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 142-143 no. 14. Tufnell, Lachish 
IV pi. 34/35:156. 

DATE: Dyn. XI-XV (ca. 2050-1550 B.C.E.) 

PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 6008 (mixed material); LB to Iron Age (1550- 
587 B.C.E.). Field no. 45438/70. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

52 ITEM: Scarab, ?/0/el0, head and back partially lost due to diagonal fracture; 
linear engraving, with cross hatching; steatite; *12 x 11 x 8 mm. 
DECORATION: A male figure in a knee-length kilt facing an uraeus to the right 
(both heads are missing). 

PARALLELS: Design Class 10. Tufnell, Lachish IV pis. 32/33:72. Vodoz, Ge- 
n&ve no. 35. 

DATE: Dyn. XH-Xm (ca. 1950-1650 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 4602, stratum X-12; LB II B (1300-1150 
B.C.E.). Field no. 45653/70. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

53 ITEM: Scarab, one side damaged; sunk relief, scratched hatching; grey-brown 
steatite; 21.7 x 15.8 x *7 mm. 

DECORATION: On the left an uraeus, probably njr nfr ’’good god” above it; on 
the right, below an unclear sign, a cartouche with inscription Wsr-m3 c t-R c stp- 
n-R c , i.e. the prenomen and epithet of Ramesses II (1279-1213 B.C.E.); beneath 
these is probably a nb. 

DATE: Dyn. XIX, Ramesses II (ca. 1279-1213 B.C.E.) or later. 
PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 4805 (fill of mixed material), stratum X-5 (?); 
LB to Iron Age (1550-587 B.C.E.). Field no. 47027/70. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

54 ITEM: Scarab, border slightly abraded; linear engraving; steatite (?), glazed whi¬ 
te, fayence glaze on back; 19.2 x 13.3 x 8.8 mm. 

DECORATION: Two groups of intricate interlocking Z-spirals joined by an ob¬ 
lique, elongated spiral. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 2B1. Kenyon, Jericho II figs. 294:1, 296:1 and 
297:8. Rowe, Catalogue no. 401 (Bet Shean). 

DATE: Dyn. XH-XV (ca. 1950-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 4823, stratum X-ll; early Iron Age I (12 th 
cent. B.C.E.). Field no. 47182/70. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 
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55 ITEM: Scarab, A6/0/e6b; linear engraving; steatite (?), glazed white; 16.5 x 11.2 
x 7.5 mm. 

DECORATION: At the top nsw-bity , "King of Upper and Lower Egypt"; below 
bpr and dd t symmetrically flanked by wd3t, k3 and (probably) bent wifa-sceptres. 
PARALLELS: Design Class 3. Kenyon, Jericho II fig. 288:10. 

DATE: Dyn. XH-XV (ca. 1950-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area X, locus 6046 (mixed material), stratum X-15; MB - LB 
(2000-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 47456/70. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 

56 ITEM: Scarab; linear engraving; steatite, glazed white; 18 x 12.6 x 7.4 mm. 
DECORATION: A series of hooked curved lines, parallel and perpendicular to 
one another, provide a frame for two very small, symmetrically set nfr. 
PARALLELS: Design Class 2B2. Petrie, AG IV pis. 9:293 and 11:437. 

DATE: Dyn. XH-XV (ca. 1950-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area C-2, locus 6718; late Roman period (2 nd -3 rd cent. C.E.). 
Field no. 58116/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (M. Kochavi). 


Tel Arad 


Y. Aharoni and R. Amiran started excavations at Tel Arad (the biblical Arad) in 1962 
on behalf of the Israel Exploration Society, the Hebrew University (Jerusalem) and the 
Israel Department of Antiquities. With the occasional assistance of M. Kochavi, the ex¬ 
cavations continued intermittently into the 1970's, showing that the original settlement 
during the Early Bronze Age found its successor only in the early part of the Iron Age, 
following which the tell was almost continually in use until modem times. The scarabs 
which we are able to present here through the generosity of Mrs. M. Aharoni were 
found in the course of the excavations on top of the mound in Iron Age strata. 

57 ITEM: Scarab, severely abraded; linear engraving; steatite; 21.3 x 14.3 x 9.7 
mm. 

DECORATION: Three vertical columns of hieroglyphs and pseudo-hieroglyphs, 
predominantly c n£-signs; above, a legless flying bird on the left, a bird (?) in the 
middle and a circle on the right; in the middle of the composition a nsw, perhaps 
a firw-oar and an c nfc below a winged c nb (?) protecting further signs of 
uncertain character. Without any apparent border line. 

DATE: Most probably Dyn. XXV-XXVI (ca. 750-525 B.C.E.). 
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PROVENANCE: Fortress, locus 380, stratum IX; early Iron Age IIC (ca. 800- 
734 B.C.E.). Field no. 1589/51. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology, IDAM 67-219. 

58 ITEM: Stamp seal in the form of a crouching lion, fragmentary; schematic sunk 
relief, almost linear; grey steatite, glazed white; *17.2 x *10.2 x *19.6 mm. 
DECORATION: Horizontally arranged; a striding lion heads for a geometric pat¬ 
tern derived of a Red Crown at the right. Above the lion's head and neck are tra¬ 
ces of further design elements. 

PARALLELS: Giveon, BIES 25 (1961) pp. 249-250. Petrie, AG IV pi. 11:415. 
Rowe, Catalogue no. S.54 (Beth Shean). Lamon, Megiddo Water System pi. 8: 
5. Matouk collection no. M.2641. Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. 347. 
Tufnell, Lachish HI pi. 34:25. Lamon/Shipton, Megiddo I pis. 69:59 and 71:59. 
Coldstream, Madrider Beitrage 8 (1982) p. 264 and pi. 25:c. Schuhmacher, Mu- 
tesellim I pi. 26:o. A group of similarly shaped seals has apparently been found 
in a recent excavation in Iran in a context dating to ca. 1000-800 B.C.E. (perso¬ 
nal communication M.I. Marcus, Philadelphia, 16.2.85). 

DATE: Iron Age I - IIA (ca. 1150-900 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Fortress, locus 903, stratum XII; Iron Age I (ca. 1150-1000 
B.C.E.) [or late Iron Age I - II A (llth-lOth cent. B.C.E.)]. Field no. 6500/50. 
COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology. 

59 ITEM: Scarab; sunk relief, moderate depth; steatite; 15.2 x 10.8 x 7.1 mm. 
DECORATION: In the upper register a sphinx with an unclear sign above his 
hind quarters (probably derived from the frs-vase or the ftm-club, but actually 
more similar to the Sn-ring); below a plant (?) or an c nft-sign beside a plant; 
between them an oval or t above three vertical strokes. The reading hsy nb 
t3.wy , "he whom the Lord of the Two Lands praises" (reading the two plants be¬ 
neath the sphinx as those representing Upper and Lower Egypt, while the sphinx 
itself would represent the value nb\ disregards the signs in the middle of the 
lower register, while retaining the meaning of numerous parallels. Interpreting 
"the Majesty of the Lord of the Two Lands" faces the same problem. 
PARALLELS: Petrie, Hyksos and Israelite Cities pi. 33:39. Id., BP I pi. 43: 
530. Newberry, CG pis. 14:36607 and 17:37370. Matouk, Corpus II p. 385: 
610. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 152-153 no. 52. See also Leclant, 
Kition II pp. 69-70 no. Kit. 800 with further parallels. 

DATE: Dyn. XXI-XXIV (ca. 1175-716 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Fortress, locus 514 (wall foundations), stratum DC; early Iron 
Age H C (ca. 800-734 B.C.E.). Field no. 1270/50. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology, IDAM 67-620. 

60 ITEM: Scarab, severely abraded; shallow relief (?); blue paste or fayence; 11.8 x 
8.3 x 5.4 mm. 

DECORATION: An c /ifi-sign before a bird, below which is a papyrus plant with 
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three blossoms (b3) t beside an i-reed or, more probably, a sw. Without any 
apparent border line. 

PARALLELS: Vercoutter, Objets egyptiens no. 395. 

DATE: Most probably Dyn. XXVI (ca. 664-525 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Fortress, fill, from brick wall foundations, unstratified; Iron 
Age IIC (8th-6th cent. B.C.E.). Field no. 773/50. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology, IDAM 67-621. 

61 ITEM: Scaraboid; linear, cross strokes, partially hatched; black limestone (?); 
14.3 x 10.6 x 9.1 mm. 

DECORATION: A semi-circle design, probably a crescent moon, is set above an 
object bearing a certain resemblance to a Cretan double axe. The haft however 
does not extend through the piece as is customary in representations of such, and 
the cross hatching is not symmetrical, as might be expected. It is suggested that 
the design should be interpreted as a crescent moon above an altar, the nature of 
which was perhaps no longer clear to the seal-cutter. No border line. 
PARALLELS: Vollenweider, Genfcve no. 77. Keel, Jahwe-Visionen und Siegel- 
kunst pp. 288-295 and pis. IVb & Va. Weippert, BN 5 (1978) pp. 56-57. Matz, 
CMS XII nos. 182 and 193. Keel, Tell Keisan pp. 274-275 and 279-281, figs. 
88.90.91 with pis. 89:16 and 24. 

DATE: Iron Age I - IIB (ca. 1150-800 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Fortress, locus 790, stratum VIII; early Iron Age II C (ca. 
734-701 B.C.E.). Field no. 6386/50. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology. 


Khorbat c Erav 

(arabic Khirbet c Arvin, 2 km. north/north-east of Kibbutz Elon; 1715/2765) 

62 ITEM: Scarab, base damaged; sunk relief, cross strokes; 15x11x7 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a long-legged bird, probably a goose, 
moves to the right towards a twig-like plant; above its back is a horizontal line 
which might be a debased form of the nb-sign or a simple n, in any case to be 
read as part of the divine name Imn. A further sign to the right of the stalk has 
been lost. If a goose, the creature could represent Amun. 

PARALLELS: Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel nos. 434-435. Petrie, BP II 
pi. 55:274. Id., Memphis I pi. 34:82 and 84. Id., AG II pis. 7:11.71 and 8:111. 
Vodoz, Genfcve no. F 18. Loud, Megiddo II pi. 149:1. 

DATE: Dyn. XIX - early Dyn. XXI (ca. 1295-1000 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: No stratified context; surface fmd (?). 

COLLECTION: Unknown. 
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tfanita 

(1665/2770) 


63 ITEM: Scarab, edges battered; partially sunk relief with hatching, partially linear 
engraving; steatite, glazed white; 15.5 x 11.1 x 8.5 mm. 

DECORATION: Within a border of eight separate double-ringed concentric circ¬ 
les and one single circle with point is a seated figure holding an object, perhaps a 
knife or dagger, being the typical hieroglyphic representation of a ’’guardian”. 
This can be interpreted as meaning Egyptian s3w, which is closely related to the 
word for amulet and thus well suited for the decoration of a seal amulet. 
PARALLELS: For the border of concentric circles see Petrie, BP II pi. 50:45. 
Tufnell, Lachish IV pis. 30/31:1 and 32/33:134. 

DATE: Dyn. XVIII-XIX (1540-1186 B.C.E.). The use of a border consisting of 
concentric circles of this type would appear to be typical of late Dyn. XVIII and 
Dyn. XIX, although the principle originated already in Dyn. XI, and was taken 
up as well by Hyksos scarab-cutters of Dyn. XV. 

PROVENANCE: Surface find. 

COLLECTION: Kibbutz tfanita. IDAM 75-1 n (Neg.-no. 50531-32). 

64 ITEM: Scarab; sunk relief, partially hatched; steatite; 14.9 x 10.9 x 6.5 mm. 
DECORATION: In a horizontally set cartouche, the prenomen Mn-k3[.w\-R c t 
i.e. Mykerinos, the 5th king of Dyn. IV (2640-2520 B.C.E.). At this early time 
there were no scarabs made; for an unknown reason the name of this king is 
however often found on scarabs of Dyn. XXVI (see Hall, Catalogue nos. 32.34. 
35.38.41. Vercoutter, Objets 6gyptiens nos. 372-382). Below the cartouche 
stands Horns in falcon form upon a pedestal, with a flail on his back. Behind 
him is Sakhmet (lion-headed in a tight dress) holding a long-stemmed flower in 
one out-stretched hand, while the other hand is relaxed. The falcon with flail and 
Sakhmet are both equally typical of Dyn. XXVI (Petrie, Naukratis I pi. 37:58-61 
and 131. Vercoutter, Objets 6gyptiens nos. 89-92. 94.66-69). Below is a nb- 
sign. 

DATE: Dyn. XXVI (664-525 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Surface find. 

COLLECTION: Kibbutz Hanita, IDAM 75-in (Neg.-no. 50533-34). 


Tell Jerishe 


Between 1927 and 1940, E.L. Sukenik directed four campaigns of excavations at this 
double tell on behalf of the Department of Archaeology of the Hebrew University (Je¬ 
rusalem). His 1951 campaign concentrated on the major MB II glacis fortification sys- 
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tem of the tell, which emphasized the significance of Tell Jerishe in that period. Eviden¬ 
ce was found of a smaller settlement of MB I and MB II A. After the destruction of the 
MB II town at the beginning of the Late Bronze Age (perhaps in connexion with the 
Egyptian campaigns in pursuit of the Hyksos leaders in their Palestinian strongholds), a 
city flourished once again in the later part of this period. The Philistine village which 
arose upon the ruins of the LB town was in its turn likewise destroyed and a new 
Israelite city established there. In Iron Age II this settlement was razed and the tell not 
settled again except briefly in the Abbaside period of the 9 tll -10 th centuries C.E. 

The material wealth of these various settlements has been brought to light in the 
recent excavations conducted at Tell Jerishe by the Archaeological Expedition to the 
Coastal Plain of Israel, headed by Dr. Z. Herzog of the Institute of Archaeology of Tel 
Aviv University and Prof. J. Muhly of the University of Pennsylvania, in 1980-1983. 
While a justly renowned heart scarab of the late New Kingdom with a spell (no. 30 of 
the Book of the Dead defending its owner against a possibly treacherous heart in the 
Other World) was found in the earlier excavations, a number of other interesting scarabs 
have been found in the new excavations. We are able to present them here thanks to the 
generosity of Dr. Z. Herzog. 


65 ITEM: Scarab, D8/0/e5, border abraded and slightly damaged; linear engraving 
with partial hatching; grey steatite, glazed white; 16.8 x 12.3 x 7.9 mm. 
DECORATION: Above, a w3b flanked by two symmetrical uraei turned in¬ 
wards; separating these from the lower register are two nb- or r-signs flanking a 
/-shaped sign. Below, a w3d between two c /ifi-signs, each enclosed in ovals, abo¬ 
ve an r (probably to be understood as an unsuccessful nb). The whole may repre¬ 
sent little more than an effort to combine a number of lucky signs, as was done 
so frequently in this period. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 3Blc, 9C1. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum 
pp. 64-65 no. 13 and pp. 68-69 no. 27. Petrie, AG HI pi. 3:51. Tufhell, Lachish 
IV pis. 39/40:327. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Locus 9, surface find. Field no. 34/50. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

66 ITEM: Scaraboid (?), ?/0/e2, severely abraded; shallow sunk relief with hatching; 
black steatite; 13.2 x 9.7 x 4.9 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a falcon between two symmetrically set 
uraei turned inwards. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 9C3. Kenyon, Jericho II fig. 301:4. Petrie, AG I 
pi. 13:60. Id., AG IV pi. 9:319. Buhl/Holm-Nielsen, Shiloh pp. 37-38, fig. 12 
and pp. 78-79 with pi. 24:195. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 120-121 
no. 29. Bietak, MDAK 26 (1970) pi. 19a (above, right). 

DATE: Probably Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Locus 9, surface fmd. Field no. 34/51. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 
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67 ITEM: Scarab, D5/I/el 1; linear engraving; reddish brown steatite (?); 11.7 x 7.7 
x 6.1 mm. 

DECORATION: A stylized nwb sits above a double figure-eight loop, below 
which is a nb. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes IB, 2, 3. Petrie, AG I pi. 14:156. Id., AG IV pi. 
7:144.159.219.267. Tufhell, Lachish IV pis. 36/37:209 and 37/38:320. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1540 B.C.E.) or a later imitation of that 
style. 

PROVENANCE: Locus 9, surface find Field no. 34/52. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

68 ITEM: Scarab, laterally pierced (!), base and border damaged; sunk relief, almost 
linear; steatite (?), glazed white; 10.4 x 8.5 x 5.2 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged, very schematic without border line: a 
lion passant, with a line (or nb) beneath him. 

PARALLELS: See nos. 58 (Arad) and 73 (Jerishe). 

DATE: Iron Age I - II A (1150-900 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Locus 9, surface find Field no. 34/53. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

69 ITEM: Fragment of a scarab; linear engraving; grey steatite, glazed white; *14 x 
*8.3 x *6.1 mm. 

DECORATION: A number of rounded, partially interlocking S-spirals. 
PARALLELS: Design Class 2B1. Petrie, AG I pi. 13:66. Id., AG IV pi. 7:233. 
DATE: Dyn. XH-XV (1900-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Locus 9, surface find Field no. 34/54. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

70 ITEM: Scarab, severely abraded, sides partially lost; partially sunk relief, partial¬ 
ly linear engraving; steatite (?), glazed white; 17.6 x 12.2 x 8.3 mm. 
DECORATION: Very schematic, probably the prenomen and epithet Wsr-mFt- 
R c stp-n-R c f i.e. Ramesses II (1279-1213 B.C.E.), in an oval, with four uraei 
(?) set above and below. Hooked lines - probably palm-branches, symbols of re¬ 
juvenation - fill the remaining space. 

PARALLELS: Jaeger, Scarab6es Menkh6perre figs. 110b & 240. Same design 
without the oval and name in the centre: Starkey/Harding, BP II pis. 48:23, 
50:104 and 55:314 (= Rowe, Catalogue no. 796). 

DATE: LB H B - Iron Age I (ca. 1270-1000 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Locus 9, surface find. Field no. 34/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

71 ITEM: Scarab, D4/0/el0, base and border slightly damaged, perhaps prior to 
glazing; deep linear engraving, hatching; steatite (?), glazed white; 13.8 x 10.4 x 
6.8 mm. 
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DECORATION: Within a rope border, three signs: perhaps a 1)3 1 above an c , and 
an r or nb. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 3, 8A. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 73; late MB D B (1650-1550 B.C.E.). Field no. 
200/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

72 ITEM: Scarab, D9/H/el 1; linear engraving, partially hatched; steatite (?), glazed 
white; 17.3 x 12.4 x 7.7 mm. 

DECORATION: A convoluted coiled pattern with a knot-like central X-cross, 
and two cross bars, above and below. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 6B2a. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 92-93 
nos. 91-94. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, Locus 50, surface find. Field no. 518/80. 
COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog), 
ID AM 77-263. 

73 ITEM: Scarab; sunk relief; steatite (?), glazed white; 14.4 x 10.8 x 7 mm. 
DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a lion passant with tail above his back, 
before him a peculiar sign, perhaps a debased i-reed or m3 c /-feather (or even an 
uraeus); below are two long thin signs, the lower of which with knobby append¬ 
ages possibly to be regarded as an n, the whole thus going back to a Amun- 
trigram. No border line. 

PARALLELS: Petrie, AG II pi. 7:101. Id., AG IV pi. 11:404 and 447. Id., 
SCN pi. 40:19.3.29. Rowe, Catalogue no. 814 (Beth Shemesh). Tufnell, La- 
chish HI pi. 45:130. Ead., Lachish IV pi. 36/37:216. Giveon, Scarabs British 
Museum pp. 156-157 no. 5. Hayes, JNES 10 (1951) pi. 176:S 99. A glance at 
the parallels suggested here indicates that this piece represents a composition ma¬ 
de at a time when the original intent of the decoration elements had been long 
forgotten, but when various symbols could still serve as models. 

DATE: Iron Age H A (1000-900 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area B, locus 160; Iron Age II A (1000-900 B.C.E.). Field 
no. 1073/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

74 ITEM: Oval plaque, abraded; shallow sunk relief; blue fayence; 13 x 9.75 x 4.3 
mm. 

DECORATION: Side A: Bereft of border and cartouche is the prenomen Mn-bpr- 
R c t i.e. Tuthmosis III (1479-1425 B.C.E.), with the typical royal epithet nfr-n/r, 
"(the) perfect (or good) god" flanking the beetle. It should be noted that ntr-nfr is 
primarily a royal and not a divine epithet, so that there is little basis for reading 
this as a cryptographic writing for Amun. The name is not enclosed within a car¬ 
touche (cf. Jaeger, Scarabees Menkheperre pp. 159-160 for near contemporary 
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scarabs of Tuthmosis m without the cartouche) nor is there any border line visi¬ 
ble. Tuthmosis ID was considered by many as a strong martial ruler, aside from 
being a titulary god, and thus his name was ideal for use on protective amulets. 
That he was in fact admired and not forgotten outside of Egypt is perhaps best il¬ 
lustrated by the fact that he is the only non-contemporaneous Pharaoh mentioned 
in the Amama letters (Knudtzon, EA 59:8 and 55:4). Side B: A four leaved roset¬ 
te with converging crossed spirals. 

PARALLELS: Jaeger, Scarab6es Menkh6perre pp. 169-172 and figs. 7.109-110. 
136.237-238. Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 37/38:299 (= pi. 54:19). Homung/ 
Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. 338. 

DATE: Mid - end of Dyn. XVIB (ca. 1479-1295 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area C, locus 251; LB (1550-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 2004/ 
80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

75 ITEM: Scarab, border slightly abraded; sunk relief, partially hatched; dark stea¬ 
tite, glazed white; 16 x 11.6 x 7.2 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally anranged: the divine name Imn-R c with several in¬ 
scrutable signs to the left. 

PARALLELS: Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 37/38:268-270. 

DATE: Dyn. XVIH-XIX (ca. 1450-1190 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area C, locus 311; LB (1550-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 2545/ 
80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

76 ITEM: Scarab, border slightly abraded; shallow sunk relief; amethyst; 23.3 x 
17.6 x 12.1 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally anranged: a griffin on its hind legs with outstretch¬ 
ed wings rears above an ibex couchant. On the right of the animals is a peculiar 
sign reminiscent of the ms-hieroglyph, with three strands falling from it. 
PARALLELS: Loud, Megiddo Ivories pi. 5:4-5. Petrie, AG HI pi. 4:127. Paral¬ 
lels are certainly not to be sought in ordinary Egyptian glyptic material, but an 
unpublished cylinder seal in the collection of Mr. Justus Meyer (Nahariya) would 
appear to resemble closely the decoration of this scarab. If the date is correct, the 
inspiration and work is clearly that of the cosmopolitan Levantine coast familiar 
with Crete and Mesopotamia. 

DATE: LB IIB (1300-1150 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area C, locus 310; LB (1550-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 2547/ 
80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

77 ITEM: Scarab, human headed/H/d6, border slightly abraded; sunk relief, partially 
hatched, cross strokes; grey steatite; 19.4 x 13.6 x 8 mm. 

DECORATION: A kneeling male human figure in a short kilt and with a very 
schematic head (maybe a falcon's head) has placed his left hand upon the neck of 
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a creature with the body of a horse and the neck and head of a giraffe. In front of 
this creature is a vertical zigzag line, resembling the hieroglyphic n, which is 
however seldom written upended on scarabs. The scene does not represent a rider 
on horseback as riding was unknown in Egypt and Palestine in the first half of 
the second millennium B.C.E. It is probable that our piece is more closely rela¬ 
ted to those with humans, often falcon-headed, and crocodiles (see above no. 42 
[Aphek]) than to those with narrative scenes. 

PARALLELS: Back: Petrie, AG HI pi. 3:2. Id., AG IV pi. 5:96. Id., SCN pi. 
68:R 42. Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. 912. Staehelin, Pillendreher 
pp. 20-21. Hayes, Scepter of Egypt II p. 345, fig. 217 (upper right). 

DATE: Dyn. XIH-XV (ca. 1750-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area C, locus 309; LB (1550-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 2551/ 
50. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

78 ITEM: Scarab with remains of a bronze ring; shallow sunk relief, hatching; stea¬ 
tite (?), glazed white; 13.4 x 10.7 x 6 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a falcon-headed but wingless griffon 
wearing a vestigial Red Crown, with extended forepaws; before him perhaps a k3 
but more probably a debased uraeus, beneath him a nfr, above his back a ntr t be¬ 
hind which is another uraeus. The most probable intent of the decoration was to 
unite a number of signs representing mundane and divine power. 

PARALLELS: Cf. Design Class 9F. Petrie, AG I pi. 14:84 and 165. Id., AG H 
pi. 7:102. Id., AG HI pi. 4:123. Id., AG IV pis. 5:6 and 11:466. Giveon, Sca¬ 
rabs British Museum pp. 82-83 no. 65. 

DATE: Ramesside (ca. 1295-1070 B.C.E.) or slightly earlier. 

PROVENANCE: Area C, locus 316; LB (1550-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 2572/ 
80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

79 ITEM: Scarab, B8/0/el0; linear engraving, hatching and cross hatching; fayence; 
29 x 21 x 12 mm. 

DECORATION: Within a border of interlocking Z-spirals is an oval, within this 
a human figure striding to the left whose head is in profile, with one arm hold¬ 
ing a branch. Beneath the feet of the figure a nb. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 7A2a, lOAlf. Tufhell, Lachish IV pi. 30/31:45. 
DATE: Dyn. XII-XV (ca. 1900-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area C, locus 700; LB (1550-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 4521/ 
80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

80 ITEM: Amulet in the form of an wd3t-c ye; fayence; 18 x 13 x mm. 
DECORATION: An uraeus above a lotus blossom. No border line. 

DATE: LB H (1400-1150 B.C.E.). 
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PROVENANCE: Area C, locus 735; LB (1550-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 4696/ 
80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

81 ITEM: Scarab, D 8 /O/ 0 ; linear engraving, partially hatched; steatite, glazed white; 
13 x 10 x 7 mm. 

DECORATION: Beneath a btp , and above a malformed nb or r, three hiero¬ 
glyphs: a ftm, an m and a ntr. A number of readings are possible, none parti¬ 
cularly plausible: can mean "majesty" or "servant"; ntr , "god" or "divine"; 

and btp, "offering" or "peace". While ftm-nfr meaning "prophet" or "priest" is ra¬ 
rely written this way, btp-ntr meaning "divine offerings" would be strangely di¬ 
vided. Each individual sign could represent the protective power of the thing for 
which it stands; this would however leave the m strangely inexplicable, but not 
without parallels. Combining the signs to the reading imy-r bm-ntr btp-<ntr >, 
"Steward of the Prophet(?) of <Divine(?)> Offerings", might offer an alternative. 
PARALLELS: Design Class 3. Kenyon, Jericho II fig. 286:7. Petrie, AG III pi. 
4:120. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area D, locus 806; Iron Age I (1150-1000 B.C.E.). Field no. 
5454/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

82 ITEM: Scarab with gold setting, D 8 /II/-, border partly abraded; linear engraving; 
fayence; 12 x 7 x 5 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a w3d between two c /ift-signs. 
PARALLELS: Design Class 3A3. Petrie, AG II pi. 7:9. Id., AG III pi. 4:142. 
Id., AG IV pi. 5:107. 

DATE: Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.) or rather later. 

PROVENANCE: Area C, locus 1202; LB II (1400-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 
7052/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

83 ITEM: Scarab, D8/0/el 1 ; linear engraving; steatite; 16 x 10 x 7 mm. 
DECORATION: A woven cord pattern with central twist. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 6C2. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 94-95 
no. 100 . 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area D, locus 1303; Iron Age I (1150-1000 B.C.E.). Field no. 
7546/50. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

84 ITEM: Scarab, D9(?)/0/e4, base and border damaged; linear engraving, cross stro¬ 
kes; steatite; 14 x 9 x 6 mm. 

DECORATION: A symmetrically arranged anra group ( nb , n, c t n, nb/r). 
PARALLELS: Design Class 3C. Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 30/31:21. 
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DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area D, locus 1334; unstratified. Field no. 7647/80. 
COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

85 ITEM: Ring; sunk relief; 0 17.6 mm., besel 13.6 x 7 mm. 

DECORATION: Three hieroglyphic signs; one reading, however improbable, 
could be 83-mry-S3 or S3-n-S3 for Sheshonk (biblical Shishak), a name borne by 
a number of Pharaohs of Dyn. XXII-XXIII (945-730 B.C.E.). Equally improba¬ 
ble would be b3st-n-l)3st t for ’’country of countries" or a nisbe rendering of this, 
i.e. "(the man of the) country of countries". No border line. 

PARALLELS: Hall, Catalogue nos. 2398.2400-2406. Matouk, Corpus I p. 
197:754 and 756-758. 

DATE: ? 

PROVENANCE: Area B, locus 1135; Iron Age I (1150-1000 B.C.E.). Field no. 
7809. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

86 ITEM: Amulet in the form of an wd3t-e ye; back without decoration; bronze; 
12.6 x 8 mm. 

PARALLELS: Tufhell, Lachish IV pi. 29:56-57.67-68. Gamer-Wallert, Iberi- 
sche Halbinsel pi. 46. 

DATE: LB H - Iron Age H B (1400-800 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Locus 9, surface find. Field no. 2/60. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

87 ITEM: Plastic human figure with back column, bent legs and hands crossed be¬ 
fore the abdomen; neck pierced for suspension; fayence; 42 x 16.6 mm. 

This represents a so-called Ptah-Sokar-Osiris statuette, named mraiKOS after the 
reference in Herodotus (111:37) referring to the statue of Ptah in Memphis. Ptah 
was the patron-god of the craftsmen in ancient Egypt and dwarfs were particularly 
employed for the manufacture of jewelry, so that the resemblance to the Greek 
Hephaistos may not be coincidental. This does not however explain the amuletic 
character of these figures, which were distributed not just along the Levantine 
Coast (cf., e.g., Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 29), but throughout the Mediterranean 
basin by the Phoenicians (cf., e.g., Popham/Sackett, Lefkandi I pis. 186:32.17 
and 235a (left). Gamer-Wallert, Iberische Halbinsel pis. 36-37). Their identi¬ 
fication with a form of Horus-the-child or the protective Bes would actually be 
more suitable. 

DATE: LB H - Iron Age H B (1400-800 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 104, surface find. Field no. 536/80. 
COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

88 ITEM: Flat amulet; fayence; 13.3 x 6 mm. 

Plaque in the form of a malformed bearded male human figure with an unclea 
headdress, flat arms bent, thus probably representing the god Bes. 
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DATE: LB H (1400-1150 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area C, locus 259; LB H (1400-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 2073/ 
80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

89 ITEM: Fragment of plastic figure, head and shoulders preserved; head laterally 
pierced for suspension; fayence; 16.6 x 9.3 mm. 

DATE: LB H - Iron Age H B (ca. 1400-800 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area B, locus 1050; Iron Age H A (1000-900 B.C.E.). Field 
no. 6260/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

90 ITEM: Statuette; fayence; 19 x 8 mm. 

Plastic figure of a youth with bent legs and hands crossed before the abdomen. 
Fitted behind the neck with an eye for suspension. 

See above no. 87 for discussion! 

DATE: LB H B - Iron Age II (ca. 1300-800 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area B, locus 547; Iron Age I (1150-1000 B.C.E.). Field no. 
6467/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 


Tel Kabri 

(5 km. north-east of Nahariya; 1643/2695) 

Dr. M.W. Prausnitz carried out two excavations at Tel Kabri in 1958 on behalf of 
the Israel Department of Antiquities and in 1975 with the cooperation of Dr. Aaron 
Kempinski of the Institute of Archaeology of Tel Aviv University. The following sca¬ 
rab was found at the surface of the tell by Sh. Bar from Moshav Ben-Ammi. 

91 ITEM: Scarab, B5/0/d5, slightly abraded; linear engraving; frit; 15 x 10 x 7 mm. 
DECORATION: Horizontally arranged, within an interlocking Z-spiral border is 
the nwb -sign and the solar disk. The arrangement and choice of signs seems ra¬ 
ther unusual. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 2B2, 3B6. Solar disk associated with a single 
additional sign within a spiral or scroll border: Petrie, AG II pi. 8:144. Tufnell, 
Lachish IV pi. 34:145. Bietak, MDAIK 23 (1968) pi. 32c (right) and d (lower 
left). See below no. 105 (Lachish). 

DATE: Dyn. XEQ-XV (ca. 1750-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: East side of the tell, surface find. 

COLLECTION: Unknown. 
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Khirbet Karkara 


(1 km. north-north-west of Kibbutz Elon; 1707/2755) 

92 ITEM: Scarab, back slightly damaged, edges battered; sunk relief, hatching; 14.5 
x 9.7 x 7 mm. 

DECORATION: The divine name Imn-R c . A lotus bud with a bent stem flanks 
the name on the left, a nb appears below. The lotus could actually be understood 
as referring to Amun-Re c as the saviour (/iftm, with the lotus bud as determina¬ 
tive, see Wb. II 296,10). 

PARALLELS: Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel nos. 607-610 and MV 9. 
Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 37/38:271. Starkey/Harding, BP II pis. 49 bottom right, 
53:184 and 57:351. Petrie, Memphis I pi. 34:31.38. Id., AG II pi. 7:28.40. 
Matthiae Scandone, Cagliari no. B 1. The diverse forms indicate that the Egyp¬ 
tians were consciously engaged in word-plays, being especially fond of substitut¬ 
ing the i -reed with the /wi c /-feather. 

DATE: Dyn. XVm (ca. 1540-1295 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Byzantine tomb or cave. 

COLLECTION: Kibbutz Elon. 


Tel Lachish 

After the Wellcome-Marston Excavations in the 1930*s, directed by J. L. Starkey, the 
identity of Tell ed-Duweir with biblical Lachish was firmly established. The intrinsic 
interest of the site encouraged Prof. D. Ussishkin of Tel Aviv University to resume ex¬ 
cavations here in the 1970’s. These excavations have been very successful, bringing to 
light further Middle Bronze Age structures including a major palace. Among the finds 
have been a number of scarabs, and we are obliged to Prof. Ussishkin for permitting us 
to publish them here. Among those already published is the first piece, a seal impres¬ 
sion from a jar in level VII, for which a date somewhat earlier than that already sugges¬ 
ted might be advocated. This is not without interest, as this piece could play a certain 
role in the dating and history of the transitional MB/LB levels at Lachish. 
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93 ITEM: Impression of an oval seal with linear engraving and hatching; clay; 16 x 
11 mm. 

DECORATION: A solar barque with disk resting upon the water-sign, above a 
column of indistinct signs ( R c t t, p, /?), flanked by two uraei rising from above 
a division bar, below which, probably a fth-festival-sign (or a simple nbl). 
Before the uraei may have been two /«5 c f-feathers, the left one being clearer than 
the postulated right one. 

The solar barque might be unexpected in this chronological context, but it is 
clearly shown on a parallel (Hayes, Scepter of Egypt I 343, fig. 226 [at top, 
fourth from left]) revealing in conjunction with the parallels from Jericho Group 
II tombs that the clearer forms should be dated earlier, and that the solar barque 
slowly disappears from the repertoire during the Second Intermediate period, only 
to reappear much later. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 3A3. Hall, Catalogue no. 34. Giveon, Scarabs Bri¬ 
tish Museum pp. 176-177 no. 1. For the shape and date of the solar barque cf. 
esp. Kenyon, Jericho II figs. 284:3, 285:7, 292:9.15, 293:4.8, 295:6. 

DATE: Dyn. XIII - early Dyn. XV (ca. 1750-1600 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area P, locus 3143, level P-4 (= VIII); MB H B (1750-1550 
B.C.E.). Field no. 9732/1. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Ussishkin, Tel Aviv 5 (1978) pp. 9-10, pi. 3:3. Giveon, 
BSFE 81 (1978) p. 10 with fig. 8. 

94 ITEM: Scarab, back severely damaged; sunk relief; steatite, glazed white, traces 
of hematite; 18.3 x 14.4 x 8.2 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: the Pharaoh, wearing a blue crown with 
uraeus, stands with drawn bow shooting a lion which sits on his hind legs; abo¬ 
ve and below are five branches. Above this scene are two hieroglyphic signs pro¬ 
bably to be read R c nfr , M the good (sun-god) Re c ". Behind the king is a strange 
cross-like device. 

The whole is partly a reference to the Pharaoh's role as the defender of civiliza¬ 
tion, as wild beasts were regarded as enemies, and partly a demonstration of the 
Pharaoh's physical prowess, both being ideologically important themes im¬ 
parting a certain degree of protection to the owner. 

PARALLELS: Matouk, Corpus II pp. 169:XE.V6; 369:1652; 403:1695. Keel, 
ZDPV 93 (1977) pp. 142-143 fig. 8 with pi. 10D. Homung/Staehelin, Skara- 
baen Basel no. 662. Jaeger, Scarab£es MenkMperre fig. 106. 

DATE: Ramesside, Dyn. XIX-XX (ca. 1295-1070 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area S, locus 3617, level VI; late LB II B (ca. 1200-1150 
B.C.E.). Field no. 40006/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Ussishkin, Tel Aviv 5 (1978) p. 45 and pi. 16:2. Giveon, 
BSFE 81 (1978) 12 with fig. 11. 
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ITEM: Scarab, base slightly damaged; steatite (?); measurements? 
DECORATION: Above, two uraei turned inwards flanking a sun disk (R°); in 
the middle, two w&t-e yes, surmounted by double feathers reminiscent of the 
Atef crown; below, a vertical column of hieroglyphic signs 3f)t t n, °) be¬ 
tween Red Crowns. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 3B3b, 3B4. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XIII-XV (ca. 1750-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: ? 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Giveon, BSFE 81 (1978) pp. 7.9-10 with fig. 7. 

96 ITEM: Scarab, battered; linear engraving, partially hatched; black steatite, traces 
of white glaze; 18.2 x 12.6 x 7.2 mm. 

DECORATION: Above, a geometric design of a triangle and diagonal strokes 
being the vestigial remains of a horizontal Red Crown; below, an uraeus whose 
tail merges into the brow of an wd3t-eye behind it. Two water-lines and another 
sign (a misunderstood nbl) serve as space-fillers. The arrangement of the signs 
themselves is awkward, but original. The use of the wd3t-c ye and the uraeus em¬ 
phasizes the protective role of the scarab. 

PARALLELS: Tufnell, Lachish IV pis. 30/31:66 and 39/40:341.350. Petrie, BP 
I pis. 33:331 and 43:523. 

DATE: Dyn. XIX - early Dyn. XXI (ca. 1300-1000 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area P, locus 3156, level P-4 (= VIII); MB fl B (1750-1550 
B.C.E.). Field no. 9072/80. The parallels (showing the course of the corruption) 
as well as the back and sides would support a date later than that demanded by the 
archaeological context, indicating probably a disturbance. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 

97 ITEM: Scarab; sunk relief, crude; steatite, glazed white; 15.4 x 11.6 x 7 mm. 
DECORATION: On the right a seated figure, holding an c nft and wearing a pecu¬ 
liar headdress reminiscent of the ears of Anubis or the Seth creature, but without 
any indication of the head form peculiar to these. It is possible that the headdress 
is just a crudely drawn Red Crown. On the left an oval within which is a seated 
figure, whose head is adorned with two ovals (similar to less successful versions 
of the full moon lying in a crescent [see the following item no. 98]), seated up¬ 
on a third oval above a line. Below a common base line is a r or nb. 

DATE: Dyn. XVHI-XIX (ca. 1500-1200 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area P, locus 3162, level VI; late LB II B (ca. 1200-1150 
B.C.E.). Field no. 9749/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin) 

98 ITEM: Scarab, back mostly lost; sunk relief, partially hatched; brown steatite, 
glazed white; 19.5 x 14.6 x *7 mm. 

DECORATION: A divine triad: a god with double-feather crown (Amun?) be¬ 
tween two other gods. The one on the left is clearly falcon-headed, the other one 
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either very awkward or simply unidentifiable. Above the heads of the two 
subsidiary divinities are pairs of ovals. The possibility that the falcon-headed fi¬ 
gure on the left is the Theban Moon-God, Khonsu, with the ovals as a degenera¬ 
ted form of the moon-symbol, has been considered by E. Homung (Homung/ 
Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel p. 320). The figure on the left bears none of the cha¬ 
racteristics of a goddess; Mut, the third member of the Theban Triad, with a 
vulture-head, is thus probably to be discounted. 

PARALLELS: There are many cases representing a central god laterally flanked 
by two gods with solar or lunar disks above their heads, showing various animal 
forms. See, e.g., Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel nos. 655-656. Tufnell, 
Lachish IV pis. 36/37:240 and 39/40:339.371. Petrie, BDS pi. 15:1044. Rowe, 
Catalogue nos. 572 and 711. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 30-31 no. 25 
and 180-181 no. 10. 

DATE: Dyn. XVm-XDC (ca. 1400-1200 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area P, locus 3294, below level VI (i.e., level P-1/2?); LB H 
(ca. 14 th cent B.C.E.). Field no. 20467/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 

99 ITEM: Scarab; linear engraving, partial hatching and cross hatching; steatite, 
glazed white; 12.8 x 8.9 x 6.6 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: on the left the prenomen Mn-f)pr-R c t 
i.e. Tuthmosis HI (1479-1425 B.C.E.), in a cartouche, on the right a falcon; 
between these ftprw "appearance of the manifestations (or diadems)”, the 
whole group possibly to be read "Tuthmosis m appears as the Manifestation of 
Homs". A number of parallels hint at the conventional "lord of manifestations 
(or diadems)" having provided inspiration here. 

PARALLELS: Jaeger, Scarab6es Menkh6perre pp. 137 and 156 with ills. 440- 
444, figs. 202. 206. 212. 214-215. 319. Petrie, SCN pi. 30:18.7.7. 

DATE: Mid-Dyn. XVHI (ca. 1479-1400 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area G, locus 4584, level VI; late LB II B (ca. 1200-1150 
B.C.E.). Field no. 31543/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 

100 ITEM: Impression, faint, on stopper, of a seal with linear engraving, partially 
hatched; unfired clay; ca. 14 x 10 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: two bound (?) and bent plants flank three 
unclear signs above a set of zigzag lines. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 1E2. Kenyon, Jericho II fig. 299:6. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area G, locus 4421 (fill), level IV; Iron Age IIB (ca. 900-750 
B.C.E.). Field no. 38579/1. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 
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101 ITEM: Impression on a jar-handle, of a seal with linear engraving; clay; ca. 18.5 
x 11.5 mm. 

DECORATION: A geometric pattern with three horizontal registers. For the 
most part loops and spirals; the lowest register appears to consist of two kneel¬ 
ing human figures, symmetrically facing one another, with stylized Red Crowns 
behind them. The figures are in the classic position assumed by bound prisoners. 
PARALLELS: Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 30/31:19. 

DATE: Dyn. XD-XV (ca. 1900-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area S, locus 3642, level IV; Iron Age II B (ca. 900-750 
B.C.E.). Field no. 40569/1. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 

102 ITEM: Scarab; sunk relief, crude; steatite, traces of white glaze; 18.3 x 13.8 x 
7.7 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: on the right the Pharaoh wearing the 
blue crown with uraeus, his hands raised in gesture of adoration; on the left a 
winged sphinx wearing an elaborate Atef crown; between the two is an object, 
perhaps an offering (?). The usual representations show the sphinx protected by a 
winged uraeus, hovering above it, and it is possible that this theme lay behind 
the present scene. 

PARALLELS: A very similar sphinx is to be found in Matouk, Corpus II p. 
385:620. See further Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 39/40:343. Homung/Staehelin, 
Skarabaen Basel nos. 322-323 and A 2. Giveon, Scarabs British Museum pp. 
42-45 nos. 61-63. 

DATE: Late Dyn. XVIH - Dyn. XX (ca. 1400-1150 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area S, locus 3612, level VI; late LB II B (ca. 1200-1150 
B.C.E.). Field no. 40875/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 

103 ITEM: Scarab, broken lengthwise, only one half remaining; partially linear en¬ 
graving, partially sunk relief; grey steatite, glazed white; 14 x *5.3 x 5.6 mm. 
DECORATION: Almost undistinguishable; in the upper part of the base 
decoration, one might possibly recognize the remaining left half of an open lotus 
flower. 

PARALLELS: 

DATE: Dyn. XIX-XXn (ca. 1292-716 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area S, locus 3660 (fill), level IV; Iron Age IIB (ca. 900-750 
B.C.E.). Field no. 41502/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 

104 ITEM: Scarab, C(?)/0/d5; linear engraving; steatite (?), glazed white; 14.2 x 10.4 
x 6.2 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: an elaborate sm3-t3.wy , "Union of the 
Two Lands", flanked by symmetrically set c nft-signs, each one above a nb. 
PARALLELS: Design Class 3A1. 
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DATE: Dyn. XH-XV (ca. 1950-1550 B.C.E.), probably Dyn. XH. 
PROVENANCE: Area S, locus 3770 (previously 3714), level VI or VII; LB 
(1550-1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 42059/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 

105 ITEM: Scarab with copper (?) ring fragment, D2/0/e6, an oblique crack crosses 
the seal; linear engraving; steatite (?), glazed white; 13 x 10 x 6 mm. 
DECORATION: Within a scroll border consisting of four round-ended inter¬ 
locking Z-spiral elements, nb above nfr. It is not clear whether (1) "all good" is 
meant, or whether (2) the nb is actually a well executed but misunderstood solar 
disk (see above no. 91 [Kabri]). 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 3, 7Ala. Petrie, BP I pis. 7:1.36 and 10:101. 
Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 34/35:145. Bietak, MDAK 23 (1968) pi. 32c (bottom, 
second from left) and d (lower left). 

DATE: Dyn. XH-XV (ca. 1950-1550 B.C.E.), probably Dyn. XH. 
PROVENANCE: Area S, locus 3612, level VI; end of LB II B (ca. 1200-1150 
B.C.E.). Field no. 43565/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 

106 ITEM: Scarab, base slightly damaged; linear engraving, partial hatching; light- 
grey steatite, glazed white; 13.8 x 10.3 x 6.4 mm. 

DECORATION: The prenomen c 3-l)pr-n-R c > i.e. Tuthmosis II (1482-1479 
B.C.E.), in a cartouche, flanked by two mi c /-feathers, with upended nb on each 
end. 

PARALLELS: Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 37/38:283. Petrie, BP I pi. 12:161. This 
is another instance indicating that pairs of mi c /-feathers flanking royal names 
(with or without cartouches) would appear to be characteristic of Dyn. XVIH. 
DATE: Mid-Dyn. XVIH (ca. 1482-1450 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area S, locus 3862, level VII A; earlier LB II B (ca. 1300- 
1200 B.C.E.). Field no. 43781/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 

107 ITEM: Scarab, Cl/0/d5(?); sunk relief; white paste (?); 18.5 x 14.5 x 9 mm. 
DECORATION: Within a broad rope border, an oval with two signs: the upper 
perhaps a seated figure, the lower a nb. 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 3, 8A. Starkey/Harding, BP II pi. 53:208. 

DATE: Dyn. XDC-XX (1292-1075 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area S, locus 3852 (pit), level VI; end of LB II B (ca. 1200- 
1150 B.C.E.). Field no. 44064/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 

108 ITEM: Bes figure with engraved base and pillar, head and shoulders partially lost, 
due to fracture; fayence; height 26 mm., base 19 x 14.5 mm. 

DECORATION: Within a rectangular double line border Ptb Styn.t nb<.t> pt, 
"Ptah (and) Sakhmet the Lady of Heaven". The f) has been written with the niwt, 
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and the pt written upside down, as there was insufficient space for it beneath the 
nb. The back-pillar is also inscribed: di c n\) nb im3 £w ib d<t> c n& ’’given life, 
(the) revered one, Ib, living forever”. 

DATE: Ramesside, Dyn. XIX-XX (1292-1075 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area G, locus 4077, level ID; earlier Iron Age II C (ca. 750- 
700 B.C.E.). Field no. 10799/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (D. Ussishkin). 


Matzuva 

(5 km. north-east of Tel Achziv; 1650/2745) 

109 ITEM: Scarab, border damaged, small part missing; linear engraving; 14.5 x 9.9 
x 6.5 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a nwb, flanked by two above which 
is a group of upended anra-type signs: 3fat (?), n (or dd ?), and c . 

PARALLELS: Design Class 3B6. Petrie, BP I pis. 7:16 and 22:227. Starkey/ 
Harding, BP II pi. 53:234. Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel nos. 503 and 
505. Below no. 112 (Michal). 

DATE: Dyn. XII-XV (ca. 1900-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Surface find (?). 

COLLECTION: Unknown. 


Tel Michal 

Excavations at Tel Michal have been conducted by the Archaeological Expedition to 
the Coastal Plain of Israel, headed by Dr. Z. Herzog of the Institute of Archaeology of 
Tel Aviv University and Prof. J. Muhly of the University of Pennsylvania, in 1977- 
1980. According to their preliminary conclusions, the founding of the city would have 
taken place probably in MB II B with the building of an earthen rampart and platform 
on the upper tell. However, no occupational surfaces were found for this period, nor did 
the excavations reach earlier strata which could remain untouched in greater depth. The 
site was further occupied during the LB I (16 th -15 th cent. B.C.E.), resettled in Iron Age 
I and II (11^-8^ cent. B.C.E.) and resettled again, after another occupational gap of 
several centuries, in the Persian period (5^-4* cent. B.C.E.). In Hellenistic and Roman 
times and once again in the early Arab period, the tell was occupied mainly by fortress 
structures of military purpose. 
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The following Egyptian-type finds (scarabs, seal impressions and amulets), which we 
are able to present through the courtesy of Dr. Z. Herzog, all date to the Middle or Late 
Bronze Age. The first item is of particular interest with regard to the settlement history 
of Tel Michal, as it would seem to antedate MB IIB and thus attest to the existence of a 
settlement on the site already during the second half of the 19 th cent. B.C.E. 

110 ITEM: Bulla (?) (actually rather a clay ball without traces of string or the like, 
thus not having served as a bulla); impression of a seal with linear (?) engraving; 
clay; 12x8 mm (impression). 

DECORATION: In the central column: a solar disk above ntr nfr , "the good 
god" (a typical royal epithet); nb t3.wy , "the Lord of the Two Lands", the title of 
the Pharaoh as sovereign of both Upper and Lower Egypt, curiously written with 
an inversion, t3.wy preceeding nb\ a pair of mi c f-feathers, probably belonging 
to an Atef crown, adorn a cartouche with the prenomen Ny-m3 c t-R c t i.e. Amen- 
emhat III (1844-1797 B.C.E.), one of the last great rulers of Dyn. XII at a time 
for which Egyptian influence in the Levant is increasingly well demonstrated. 
The central column is flanked by two symmetrical rows of hieroglyphs including 
a Horus-falcon, the 43f-lion, the bee of lower Egypt, the Vulture of Nekhbet, 
goddess of Upper Egypt, an w^f-eye, and a Red Crown, likewise symbol of Lo¬ 
wer Egypt This grouping of signs does not yield any sense if read in sequence, 
but all of them have some relevance in context with the king represented by the 
central column. It does therefore not seem to be necessary to look for a crypto¬ 
graphic interpretation (Schulman: multiple trigram of Amun, lmn-R c nb.i). 
Although typical of the Hyksos style, there are earlier parallels for this kind of 
decoration, among them several items with the cartouche of Amenemhat m (see 
below). The end of Dyn. XII witnessed an increase in the production of scarabs 
and in the selection of motifs selected for use on them. Egyptian interest in Ca¬ 
naan increased towards the end of Dyn. XII as a response to various threats from 
the North. This seal impression from Tel Michal may thus be added to the royal 
documents of Dyn. XII found in Palestine/Israel (see Giveon, The Impact of 
Egypt pp. 73-80). 

PARALLELS: Design Classes 3B3a, 3B4, 11 A. Newberry, Scarabs pi. 9:26. 
Hall, Catalogue nos. 141-142. 

DATE: Late Dyn. XII (ca. 1844-1750 B.C.E.) 

PROVENANCE: Locus 1, surface find. Field no. 15/1. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Schulman, Tel Aviv 5 (1978) pp. 148-151 with fig. 1 and 
pi. 40:2. Giveon, Tel Aviv 7 (1980) pp. 90-91 n. 1. 

111 ITEM: Bulla, impression of a seal with sunk relief (?), very badly encrusted; 
clay; 13x9 mm (impression). 

DECORATION: The royal name Mn-ftpr-R c y i.e. Tuthmose III (1479-1426 
B.C.E.), which could be read as a cryptographic writing of the divine name Imn 
(Amun). 
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DATE: ? 

PROVENANCE: Locus 1, surface find Field no. 16/1. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Schulman, Tel Aviv 5 (1978) p. 151 and pi. 40:3. 

112 ITEM: Scarab, D5/dec./ell, base slightly damaged; linear engraving, dense 
hatching; grey steatite, glazed white; 23.6 x 15.3 x 11 mm. 

DECORATION: A human figure seated upon a low-backed chair, with legs in 
the form of an animal's (lion's?) paws. The figure has shoulder-length hair or 
head cloth and wears a long garment with shoulder straps. The left arm is raised, 
the right holds a flower bent downwards, beneath which is an c nft. Beneath the 
chair is a nb. The back of the scarab is decorated with two well executed crossed 
branches. 

PARALLELS: Design Class 10B. Macalister, Gezer HI pi. 202a:7 (= StSc II: 
frontispiece no. 3). Tufnell, Lachish IV pi. 30/31:64. Pieper, ZDPV 53 (1930) 
p. 196 with pi. 9:22668. See Keel/Schroer, Stempelsiegel I pp. 84-88. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 965, level XVI/XV; LB I-II (1550-1150 
B.C.E.). Field no. 9809/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: Herzog et al., Tel Aviv 7/3-4 (1980) cover. 

113 ITEM: Two incomplete impressions (a complete version has been restored) of an 
oval seal with linear engraving, partially hatched; clay; ca. 13.5 x 9 mm. 
DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: an object, which may perhaps be con¬ 
strued as a nwb, flanked by two very stylized objects which could represent Red 
Crowns. Above these are three signs: a human face (? frr ) or an unsuccessful, 
compressed and inverted nfr (?), between two loops, perhaps mere cord loops. 
PARALLELS: Design Class 3B6. 

DATE: Probably Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Locus 1, surface find. Field no. 12/1. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

114 ITEM: Scarab, B7(?)/0/d5, slightly abraded; linear engraving, scratched hatching; 
grey steatite, glazed white; 19.4 x 13.4 x 8.7 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a nwb set below three fipr-beetles. 
PARALLELS: Design Class 3B6. Kenyon, Jericho II fig. 298:8. Homung/ 
Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. 196. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 882, level XVI; LB I (1550-1400 B.C.E.). Field 
no. 5787/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 
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115 ITEM: Scarab, Dl/O/elO, slightly abraded (?); linear engraving; steatite; 17 x 
11.4 x 6.5 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a nwb flanked by two nfr below a series 
of upended anra type hieroglyphs (r, n, c , f}°) without any apparent significance. 
PARALLELS: Design Class 3B6. Petrie, AG V pi. 9:79. Macalister, Gezer III 
pi. 203b: 12 (= Rowe, Catalogue no. 222). See above no. 109 (Matzuva). 

DATE: Dyn. XIII (ca. 1750-1650 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 983, level XVI/XV; LB HI (1550-1150 
B.C.E.). Field no. 9801/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

116 ITEM: Scarab, border abraded; partially sunk relief, partially linear engraving; 
steatite, glazed white; 11.3 x 8.8 x 6.2 mm. 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: tilapia fish with a two-blossomed plant 
in its mouth and a lotus bud behind its tail fin. This fish was significant as it 
was associated with regenerative powers by the ancient Egyptians, as was the lo¬ 
tus. 

PARALLELS: Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. B 17. Petrie, AG I pi. 
14:137 (= Rowe, Catalogue no. 597). 

DATE: Dyn. XVIII - mid-Dyn. XX (ca. 1550-1150 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 1653, level XV; LB II (1400-1150 B.C.E.). 
Field no. 10449/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

117 ITEM: Scarab, D8/0/el0, somewhat battered; linear engraving; steatite, glazed 
white; 20.3 x 10.4 x 8.8 mm. 

DECORATION: A convoluted coiled pattern within a rope border. 
PARALLELS: Design Classes 6B1, 8A. 

DATE: Hyksos, Dyn. XV (ca. 1650-1550 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Area A, locus 1702, stratum XV; LB II (1400-1150 B.C.E.). 
Field no. 10722/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

118 ITEM: Fragment of statuette of Mut; fayence; 48 x 24 mm. 

The head, wig and part of the double crown (with broken uraeus) are preserved. 
On the dorsal column is a corrupt inscription with introductory words of reli¬ 
gious nature: mdw id n Mwt , "words to be spoken (or recited) by (the Theban 
goddess) Mut:...”. Mwt means "mother” as well as being the name of the god¬ 
dess; this explains her presence on an amulet. Similar fayence objects were dis¬ 
tributed not only along the Levantine Coast (cf., e.g., Rowe, Catalogue no. A. 
21), but throughout the Mediterranean basin by the Phoenicians (cf., e.g., Pop- 
ham/Sackett, Lefkandi I pis. 178 and 233:e. Gamer-Wallert, Iberische Halbinsel 
pis. 35-47 and 54). 

DATE: LB IIB - Iron Age H B (1300-800 B.C.E.). 
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PROVENANCE: Locus 2, surface find Field no. 25/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 

119 ITEM: Fragment of an amulet in the form of an wd3t-e ye, partially restored; fay- 
ence; broken, not measurable. 

PROVENANCE: Area E, locus 1858, tomb, strata Vm/VI; Persian period. Field 
no. 11630/80. 

COLLECTION: Tel Aviv University, Institute of Archaeology (Z. Herzog). 
NOTE: Two additional u^f-eye amulets, both made of mother-of-pearl, one 
complete and one broken, were found in the Persian period cemetery of Tel Mi- 
chal and will be published together with the beads in the final excavation report. 


Sa c ar 

(Kibbutz at the northeastern edge of Nahariya; 1605/2705) 

120 ITEM: Scarab, base somewhat damaged; stone; measurements? 

DECORATION: Horizontally arranged: a falcon-headed griffin couchant, whose 
two wings are vertically spread, with the head in profile and turned backwards. 
The tail is standing jauntily in the air. Above the griffin’s head, a drill hole may 
be taken as representing a sun disk. 

PARALLELS: Giveon, Footsteps of Pharaoh in Canaan, Tel Aviv 1984, p. 148 
(hebr.). Vollenweider, Genfcve nos. 158-159. Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Ba¬ 
sel no. 645. Gamer-Wallert, Iberische Halbinsel no. B 25. Matz, CMS I pp. 
318:282, 330:293, 392:383, 395:389. The original Aegean influence seems to 
be notably clear, but early parallels are rare. It is not clear however whether an 
older seal or ivory inspired this work in the first millennium or whether it is 
actually contemporaneous with the explicit parallels. 

DATE: LB H - Iron Age H (1400-586 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Surface find (Amir Shapir), plantation of the Kibbutz Sa c ar. 
COLLECTION: Amir Shapir, Kibbutz Hanita. 


Tel Shem 

(arabic Tell Shamam, 1 km. south-south-east of Moshav Kefar Yehoshua c in the 
Yezreel plain; 1647/2307) 

121 ITEM: Scarab; sunk relief; serpentine, speckled; 19 x 13 x 8 mm. 

DECORATION: At the top, the prenomen Wsr-m3 c t-R c t i.e. Ramesses II 
(1279-1213 B.C.E.), below this the epithet stp-<n>-R c , "selected by Re". Thoth 
(with full and crescent moons upon his head), the ibis-headed divinity respon¬ 
sible for the moon and graphics, holds a wis-sceptre. Behind him is a mr which 
allows for the reading mry Qfiwty, "(Ramesses II) beloved of Thoth". 
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PARALLELS: If no exact parallels are known to us, it is nevertheless possible 
to interpret the decoration of this scarab as a conflation of two different types: 
first, the association of the prenomen Wsr-m3 c t-R c with the epithet mry QJiwty 
(where, however, the god is usually represented as a sitting baboon; cf. Homung/ 
Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel no. 401 with parallels); second, the writing of the 
prenomen of Remesses II with a figure of the standing sun-god with wis-sceptre 
instead of a simple sun-disk (cf. Hall, Catalogue nos. 2170-2178). Cf. also Gi- 
veon/Kertesz, Acco no. 53; Starkey/Harding, BP II pi. 57:373 = Rowe, Catalo¬ 
gue no. 665; and, for a figural representation of Thoth stylistically related to 
ours, ibid. no. 910 (Atlit). 

DATE: Dyn. XIX-XX (ca. 1279-1070 B.C.E.). 

PROVENANCE: Surface find. 

COLLECTION: Beit Hankin Museum, IDAM No. 80-803. 


Tel Yitzbaqi 

(arabic Khirbet esh-Sheikh Iskhaqiya near Kefar Yehoshua c 
at the north-western end of the Yezreel plain; 162/232) 

Queen Hatshepsut has already been found attested on scarabs from Beth Shean and 
Jericho. It is strange to find this piece in a less significant place. 

122 ITEM: Scarab, side slightly damaged; sunk relief, partially hatched; steatite; 18.9 
x 13.5 x 8.6 mm. 

DECORATION: The prenomen M3 c t-k3-R c , i.e. Hatshepsut (1479-1457 
B.C.E.), with the epithet nb[.t] t3.wy bq3[J] t "Lord of the Two Lands and Ruler 
(par excellence)”, with the nb upside down. The last sign has been interpreted as 
representing a combined nb and feminine f-ending for bq3.t (Leclant). The royal 
name is not enclosed within a cartouche. 

PARALLELS: While bq3-t3.wy is already recorded on scarabs under Ahmose 
(see Homung/Staehelin, Skarabaen Basel p. 56), the use of bq3 followed by the 
two land signs seems then to be generally restricted to various verb forms, in 
contradistinction to its use in conjunction with the two plants symbolizing 
Upper and Lower Egypt (cf. Urk. IV 378,1 and 577,17). For parallels see 
Matouk, Corpus I p. 209:244-245. Rowe, Catalogue nos. 471 (Beth Shean) and 
472 (Jericho). 

DATE: Dyn. XVIII, Hatshepsut (1479-1457 B.C.E.). Due to the contempt to 
which Hatshepsut was subjected after her departure from power, it is improbable 
that the piece should be dated to any period other than that of her reign, a 
proposition which is reinforced by the quality and type of work on its back. 
PROVENANCE: No stratified context; surface find (?). 

COLLECTION: Jerusalem, IDAM 76-5015. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Leclant, Or. N.S. 45 (1976) p. 310. 
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AS AE Annales du Service des Antiquit6s de l'Egypte 

B ASOR Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research 
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BIES Bulletin of the Israel Exploration Society 

BiOr Bibliotheca Orientalis 
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IEJ Israel Exploration Journal 
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stride belongs to the harem (of 
Amun, i.e. Luxor)" 77 

nbm , "saviour" 92 

nsw-bity , "King of Upper and 
Lower Egypt" 43, 55; see 770 

ntr, "god" (R8) 20,21,78,81 

ntr-nfr , "good (or perfect) god" 
53?, 74,770 

ntr- c nb, "(the) living god" 26 
r-mouth (D21) 30,37 

7? c /i/r, "the good (sun-god) 

Re c " 94 

£3-plant (M16) 60 
*3Mion(F4) 770 
fth-festival-sign (W3) 
im-club, "servant" or "majesty" 
(U36) 39,59,81,114 
*r-face(D2) 773? 

bsy-m3 c t-R c , "praised is the 
justice of Re c " 75 
bsy-nb-t3 .wy, "he whom the 
Lord of the Two Lands praises" 
59? 

bk3-t3.wy , "Ruler of the Two 
Lands" 65 
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btp- altar, "offering” or "peace" 
(R4) 57 

fi^-hill, "appearance" (N28) 

29, 775 

/jpr-bettle (LI) 55,114 

tpr.w-ff.w, "Manifestations of 
the Diadems (or Weapons, or 
Appearances)" 99 
fjnsw m s3<.y> "Khonsu is 
<my> protection" 5 
ftrw-oar (P8) 57 

^5-papyrus (V17), "protection" 
5 

^iw-guardian (A48), 
"protection" 63 

sw-plant (M23) 57, 60?; see 
nsw-bity 

sm3-t3.wy , "Union of the Two 
Lands" (F36 and N16) 104 

Sn-ring, symbol of rulership 
(V9) 19,59 

jfc3-arms, "double" or "soul" 
(D28) 55,75 

ri-sign, "land" (N16) 39?, 92 
di- c nf), "given life" 98 

dd-column, "stability" (Rll) 
39,55,110? 

Floral Elements 2,3, 9, 35, 36, 
42, 44, 45, 47, 57, 59, 62, 64, 
80,92,94,101,113,116 

Griffin 16,76,78,120 
Hippopotami 38? 


Human Figures 2,3,4, 72,22, 

42, 44, 47,52, 77, 79, 98, 

107?, 112 

Ibex 1,30,38,76 
Maltese cross 48 
Pharaoh 94, 102 

Prisoners 22, 101 

Rosette (see also "Coiled", etc.) 

10,27,35 

Royal names 

c 3-bpr-n-R c - Tuthmose II 106 

Wsr-m3 c t-R c - Ramesses II 
75,53, 70,121 

M3 c t-k3-R c - Hatshepsut 65 
Mn-m3 c t-R c - Seti I 64 
Mn-ftpr-R c - Tuthmose III 20, 
64, 74, 99, 777; cf. 73 
M/t-£3[.w]-/? c - Mykerinos 64 

Ny-m3 c t-R c - Amenemhat HI 
110 

Nb-pbty-R c - Ahmose 9 

Nb-m3 c t-R c - Amenophis ID 
49,50 

R c -mss - Ramesses (I?) 40 
"Sacred trees" 76 
Sphinx 

see Divine Animals 
Uraeus 

see Divine Animals 
Winged (sun-)disk 7?, 74 
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Tufnell/Ward 
Design Classes 

Design Class 1 2,35,38, 44, 
67,100 

Design Class 2 34,41,51, 
54, 56, 67, 69, 91 

Design Class 3 4, 29,39, 43, 
51,53,55, 56,65,67,71,81, 
82,84,91,95, 97,104,105, 
107,109,110,113,114,115 

Design Class 4 33,36 
Design Class 5 10,35 

Design Class 6 32, 72, 83, 
117 

Design Class 7 29,33, 79, 
105 

Design Class 8 33, 71,107, 
117 


Design Class 9 1,30, 38, 42, 
45, 47, 65, 66, 78 


Design Class 10 2, 3,4, 42, 
44, 47,52, 79,112 

Design Class 11 37,110 


Materials Index 

Amethyst 76 
Bone 19 

Camelian 11, Aphek 29 
Clay (impressions) 39 

Fayence 50,60?, 74, 79,82, 98, 
118,119 

Frit 91 
Jasper 2, 4 
Limestone 61 
Paste 60?, 109 
Quartz Aphek 30 
Serpentine 121 
Steatite passim 
Stone 57,120 

Seal Impressions 18, 39, 93,101, 
102,110,113 
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